
SING
How does singing with children  
help them get ready to read?

 
Children love singing.  A great option to encourage not only reading, but also 
singing, is to read books that can be sung. These can include nursery rhymes, 
books that promote singing, or books that can be sung to a specific tune. 

 
A foundational early literacy skill is understanding that print has meaning. To help 
children make this connection, print out lyrics to favorite songs or read books that 
can be sung.
 

Letter knowledge is, at base, a shape recognition skill, so any rhyme or song that 
talks about how things are the same and different can help build skills children 
will need to identify letters. Of course, the ABC Song helps them learn letter 
names and alphabetical order!
 

Just like books, songs have great vocabulary words, such as “tuffet” or “In a cavern, 
in a canyon.” Hearing new words in context helps children build their vocabularies. 
In addition, songs have a long tradition of being used as memory boosters! I’m 
sure many of you can still recite all 50 states because of a song you learned.
 

Listening to and singing songs is one of the best ways for children to build their 
phonological awareness because often each syllable of a word connects to a 
note. In addition, many songs and rhymes have rhyming words. Both pieces help 
children hear the individual parts of each word. 
 

Many Mother Goose and other childhood songs are little stories, and listening 
to them helps children learn about story structure and sequencing. Even silly 
songs like “Little Bunny Foo Foo” have a beginning, a problem in the middle, and a 
resolution at the end. When children sing these songs, they become storytellers.


