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            Join us for a walking tour of Downtown Lexington’s African American Heritage Sites. The full tour is available as a single MP3, or you can download individual tracks. For the single MP3, music will play between the stops. You can pause the track while you walk between stops.


This tour covers a walking distance of 1.7 miles.


The music clips used in this tour are from “Walking Barefoot on Grass” by Kai Engel, and are used with a CCBY license. It is available here: http://freemusicarchive.org/music/Kai_Engel/
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            The Luna Library, a program of Believing in Forever, collects and distributes children's books with an African American history or Black character focus. It is an alternative for African American parents looking for books that provide context and knowledge to understand the stories of the African American experience in this country for their children. Believing in Forever is a champion of diversity and inclusion, and the positive impact books have on children of all races.
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            Mariam interviews Ruth Gaylord about her life and work as Lexington Public Library’s first African American librarian. 
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            Wonderful podcasts and walking tours have been created by our staff. Please enjoy!
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            Join us for a walking tour of Downtown Lexington’s historic sites. The full tour is available as a single MP3, or you can download individual tracks. For the single MP3, music will play between the stops. You can pause the track while you walk between stops.


This tour covers a walking distance of 1.1 miles.


The music clips used in this tour are from “Walking Barefoot on Grass” by Kai Engel, and are used with a CCBY license. It is available here: http://freemusicarchive.org/music/Kai_Engel/
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            Join us for a walking tour of Downtown Lexington’s historic sites. The full tour is available as a single MP3, or you can download individual tracks. For the single MP3, music will play between the stops.
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            Celebrate Black History Month at LPL


Throughout February, join us as we celebrate Black history with programs, materials, podcasts, and more.
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            These tours are guided audio walking tours with a variety of topics focused on Downtown Lexington, KY. Music will play in between each stop, and the listener can pause the track while walking between stops.

Want to learn about new tours as they become available?  Subscribe to our Genealogy & Local History newsletter.
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            Mariam interviews Reinette Jones, founder of the Notable Kentucky African Americans database. They discuss Kentucky’s Centenarian Librarians, the boxer David Moore, and the prison shoe-making industry. Visit the NKAA at http://nkaa.uky.edu/nkaa/
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            The True American was an anti-slavery newspaper started by Cassius Marcellus Clay in June 1845. He ran the paper in Lexington until August of 1845, when he published an article deemed so incendiary that a court injunction was issued against his printing, and his press shipped to Cincinnati. An advocate of the right to a free press, and his right of free speech, Clay continued printing the paper through 1847 in Cincinnati. The paper was distributed in Lexington. While focused on advancing the cause of emancipation, Clay also published poetry, agriculture, labor, and commercial news. There are also marriage and death notices from the surrounding area, some national.



Cassius Marcellus Clay was a fiery figure in Kentucky history. He often fought in duels and in street fights, generally in response to arguments against his emancipationist views. Later in life, he often had shootouts with the Madison County Sheriff at his home, Whitehall.



After the publication of his incendiary editorial (August 12, 1845, page 3 columns 1-4), he is said to have armed his printing shop with two brass cannons and myriad other weapons to fend off any attacks. The committee charged with removing his press did so while Clay was incapacitated with a fever, avoiding what surely would have been a deadly counterattack from Clay. In the March 18, 1846 paper, Clay addresses the attack, and continues his fiery rhetoric, finally offering a discount to non-slaveholders in slave states.



Clay is featured in an episode of the Library’s podcast "Tales from the Kentucky Room", which is linked below.



The Library only has a short run of The True American. It has been digitized from the microfilm, which can be accessed in the Kentucky Room. Several issues have significant mildew damage, so in some cases the OCR quality may be poor, though the print itself is still legible.

 



      



  











  
    
      






      
              View The True American

              Listen to our interview with Tom Eblen about Kentucky Newspapers

              Listen to our podcast episode about Cassius Marcellus Clay
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            Join us for a walking tour of Lexington's Historic Lexington Cemetery. The full tour is available as a single MP3, or you can download individual tracks. For the single MP3, music will play between the stops. You can pause the track while you walk between stops.


This tour covers a walking distance of approximately 1.5 miles.


Please note: You will be walking on paths also used by cars. Please take special care to watch and listen for approaching vehicles.


The music clips used in this tour are from “Walking Barefoot on Grass” by Kai Engel, and are used with a CCBY license. It is available here: http://freemusicarchive.org/music/Kai_Engel/



      



  











  
    
      






            





 lexington_cemetery_walking_tour_full_15.mp3





      



  











  
    
      





  
            Historic Lexington Cemetery Walking Tour



      



  





    

  




















  
  
    
                        
          






  
    
      






            Join us for a walking tour of Lexington's Historic Lexington Cemetery. The full tour is available as a single MP3, or you can download individual tracks. For the single MP3, music will play between the stops.
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            The Central Kentucky Cemeteries Maps are powered by Google Maps.  Counties include:  Fayette, Bourbon, Clark, Garrard, Harrison, Jessamine, Lincoln, Madison, Mercer, Montgomery, Nicholas, Powell, Scott, and Woodford.
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            Join us for a walking tour of Downtown Lexington’s historic LGBTQ+ places. The full tour is available as a single MP3, or you can download individual tracks. For the single MP3, music will play between the stops. You can pause the track while you walk between stops.


This tour covers a walking distance of 1.6 miles.
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            Join us for a walking tour of Downtown Lexington’s historic LGBTQ+ places. The full tour is available as a single MP3, or you can download individual tracks. For the single MP3, music will play between the stops.
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            Join us for a walking tour Lexington's Gratz Park Historic District. The full tour is available as a single MP3, or you can download individual tracks. For the single MP3, music will play between the stops. You can pause the track while you walk between stops.


This tour covers a walking distance of 0.4 miles.


The music clips used in this tour are from “Walking Barefoot on Grass” by Kai Engel, and are used with a CCBY license. It is available here: http://freemusicarchive.org/music/Kai_Engel/
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            Join us for a walking tour Lexington's Gratz Park Historic District. The full tour is available as a single MP3, or you can download individual tracks. For the single MP3, music will play between the stops.
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            Join us for a walking tour of Downtown Lexington’s public art. The full tour is available as a single MP3, or you can download individual tracks. For the single MP3, music will play between the stops. You can pause the track while you walk between stops.


This tour covers a walking distance of 1 mile.


The music clips used in this tour are from “Walking Barefoot on Grass” by Kai Engel, and are used with a CCBY license. It is available here: http://freemusicarchive.org/music/Kai_Engel/


This tour has been updated to include the new mural at Stop #5, "In-Finito".



      



  











  
    
      






            





 Downtown Public Art Tour 823 Complete.mp3





      



  











  
    
      





  
            Downtown Lexington’s Public Art Walking Tour



      



  





    

  




















  
  
    
                        
          






  
    
      






            Join us for a walking tour of Downtown Lexington’s public art. The full tour is available as a single MP3, or you can download individual tracks. For the single MP3, music will play between the stops.
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            When you log into many of our services, you'll be asked to provide a PIN (Personal Identification Number) in addition to your library card number.  Your default PIN is typically the last 4 digits of the phone number on file for your account.
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            Tales From The Kentucky Room Episode List



      



  











  
    
      









  











  
    
      






            Description coming soon.
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            Genealogy Club



      



  











  
    
      









  











  
    
      






            Are you just starting your family tree, or have you run into a brick wall tracing a distant ancestor? Join us to share tips and learn new research strategies. All levels of experience are welcome!



      



  





    

  





  








    








  
    

  
  
    





  
    
      






  
    
      






            Digital Archives - Collection

      



  











  
    
      





  
            St. Paul Catholic Church Ledger Collection



      



  











  
    
      









  





    

  




















  
  
    
                        
          






  
    
      






            




  























      



  





        

                              
          






  
    
      






            St. Paul Catholic Church is one of the oldest existing churches in Lexington. The records for the parish go back to 1854. The ledgers are part of the church's historical archive, and contain unique records for Lexington's history. Bishop Stowe, the bishop of the Lexington diocese, has given permission for ledger records 100+ years old to be made public.



      



  











  
    
      






      
              View All Ledgers

              Baptisms 1854-1909

              Baptisms 1907-1919

              Marriages 1854-1908

              Marriages 1909-1919

              Association of the Holy Childhood 1918-1919
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            Lexington Public Library Celebrates Black History Month



      



  











  
    
      






            Lexington, Kentucky (February 1, 2024) – This February, Lexington Public Library is proud to join the nation in celebrating Black History Month, a time dedicated to honoring the achievements, contributions, and rich cultural heritage of African Americans.
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            Destination Kindergarten



      



  











  
    
      









  











  
    
      






            










  











      



  Destination Kindergarten is the library’s program aimed at preschoolers and their caregivers- trying to help them practice the skills they need to be ready for Kindergarten.  During each Destination Kindergarten event, preschoolers and their caregivers can find a specalized area in the library with fun books, take-home activities, and information about development milestones and school readiness.


See below for more information on upcoming events and take-home packets and activities.
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            Collection Development Policy



      



  











  
    
      









  











  
    
      






            The Materials Selection Policy was initially adopted February 25, 1987 by the Lexington Public Library Board of Trustees and was revised March 24, 1993. The Materials Selection Policy was updated and renamed the Collection Development Policy which was approved by the Board on January 14, 2009. The Board of Trustees assumes full responsibility for all legal actions which may result from the implementation of any policies stated herein.



      



  





    

  





  








    








  
    

  
  
    





  
    
      






  
    
      






            Podcast Episode

      



  











  
    
      





  
            Charles Dickens’ Visit to Kentucky (2022)



      



  











  
    
      









  





    

  




















  
  
    
                        
          






  
    
      






            Mariam and David discuss Charles Dickens’ visit to Kentucky in 1842, with readings by Bill Widener from Dickens’ work “American Notes.” 

      



  











  
    
      






            









      



  





        

                              
          






  
    
      







  
    
        







  
    
      










  
    
      
      
      




    









More Episodes From  Tales from the Kentucky Room













    

  
          










  





    





  





        

                                                                                                                                                                              
  














  








    








  
    

  
  
    





  
    
      






  
    
      






            Digital Archives - Collection - Group

      



  











  
    
      





  
            Fayette County History



      



  











  
    
      









  





    

  




















  
  
    
                        
          






  
    
      






      
              




  























          

  



  





        

                              
          






  
    
      






            Fayette County, Kentucky, has changed enormously since it was created in 1792. This collection contains government documents for the city of Lexington, for Fayette County, and for the merged Lexington-Fayette Urban County Government, as well as funeral notices, club directories, scrapbooks, image collections and a history of Lexington Public Library.


 



      



  





        

                                                                                                                                                                              
  














  








    








  
    

  
  
    





  
    
      






  
    
      






            Digital Archives - Collection - Group
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            The Publications Collection contains runs of historical Kentucky newspapers, almanacs, and magazines. 
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            Career and Job Resources



      



  











  
    
      









  











  
    
      






            Whether you're just starting out, changing careers, or returning to the workforce, finding a job can be tough.  We can help you land the right position and answer your questions along the way.



      



  





    

  





  








    








  
    

  
  
    





  
    
      






  
    
      






            Podcast Episode

      



  











  
    
      





  
            J. Alexander Chiles: The Fight Against Kentucky’s Separate Coach Law (2022)



      



  











  
    
      









  





    

  




















  
  
    
                        
          






  
    
      






            Mariam shares the history of Kentucky’s Separate Coach Law, and Lexington’s second African American attorney, J. Alexander Chiles, who took the fight to the US Supreme court multiple times in the 1890s and early 1900s.

      



  











  
    
      






            









      



  





        

                              
          






  
    
      







  
    
        







  
    
      










  
    
      
      
      




    









More Episodes From  Tales from the Kentucky Room













    

  
          










  





    





  





        

                                                                                                                                                                              
  














  








    








  
    

  
  
    





  
    
      






  
    
      






            Podcast Episode

      



  











  
    
      





  
            The Extraordinary Life of Dr. Mary E. Britton (2020)



      



  











  
    
      









  





    

  




















  
  
    
                        
          






  
    
      






            Brenna Pye guest hosts to celebrate the life of Dr. Mary E. Britton (1855-1925), a passionate advocate for equality, her charitable works, and her professional accomplishments in teaching and medicine.
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            Podcast Episode

      



  











  
    
      





  
            Dolly Johnson Dandridge: Lexington's White House Chef (2020)



      



  











  
    
      









  





    

  




















  
  
    
                        
          






  
    
      






            J.P. Johnson guest hosts to celebrate the life of Dolly Johnson Dandridge (1852-1918), a Kentucky native who was the White House Chef for President Benjamin Harrison, and later a much sought-after chef after her return to Lexington, Kentucky in 1894.

      



  











  
    
      






            









      



  





        

                              
          






  
    
      







  
    
        







  
    
      










  
    
      
      
      




    









More Episodes From  Tales from the Kentucky Room













    

  
          










  





    





  





        

                                                                                                                                                                              
  














  








    








  
    

  
  
    





  
    
      






  
    
      






            Podcast Episode

      



  











  
    
      





  
            Black Soil: An Interview with Trevor Claiborn (2019)



      



  











  
    
      









  





    

  




















  
  
    
                        
          






  
    
      






            Mariam interviews Trevor Claiborn, co-founder of Black Soil: Our Better Nature, about the organization and the history of African American farmers in Kentucky. Trevor also performs as “Farmer Brown tha MC” to attract young people to farming.
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            Northside Branch



      



  











  
    
      









  





    

  




















  
  
    
                        
          






  
    
      






            




  























      



  











  
    
      






  
    Location Hours

              Monday-Thursday: 9:30am-7:00pm

Friday: 9:30am-6:00pm

Saturday: 9:30am-5:00pm

Sunday: 1:00pm-5:00pm



          





  





        

                              
          






  
    
      






            




      
  View larger map






      



  











  
    
      






  
    Location Mailing Address

              1733 Russell Cave Road

Lexington, KY 40505
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            Material Donations



      



  











  
    
      









  











  
    
      






            Thank you for thinking of the Friends Book Cellar for donating your: books, CDs, DVDs, and current year magazines.



      



  





    

  





  








    








  
    

  
  
    





  
    
      






  
    
      






            Podcast Episode

      



  











  
    
      





  
            Julia Perry, Composer (2023)



      



  











  
    
      









  





    

  




















  
  
    
                        
          






  
    
      






            Mariam interviews David Bryant about the life and work of Lexington-born African American composer Julia Perry (1924-1979).
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            This is your gateway to our most popular resources.  Search for books and eBooks, access tools for research and learning, and discover our unique collection of genealogy and local history materials.
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            Entrepreneurship & Nonprofits



      



  











  
    
      









  











  
    
      






            Starting your own business or nonprofit is hard work, but we can help you locate the tools you need to get your ideas off the ground.
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Central Library:
140 East Main St.

Lexington, Ky 40507






Phone: (859)-231-5500


©2023 Lexington Public Library
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