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Parking: See page 14



Friday, August 7, 2026

10 a.m.-11 a.m.
Keynote Speaker: Patricia L. Hudson, Traces (Atrium - 2™ Floor)
Patricia Hudson has been a freelance writer for more than 30 years. She's written for magazines
ranging from Country Living to Women's Sports and Fitness, but her favorite assignments focus on
historical topics. She was a contributing editor at Americana magazine for more than a decade,
writing about historic preservation, folk art, and travel destinations for history lovers. As a frequent
contributor to Southern Living magazine, she traveled extensively in the Southeast and Mid-Atlantic,
profiling people whose passion for those regions matched her own. She's a long-time member of the
American Society of Journalists and Authors. Her novel Traces is a retelling of Daniel Boone's saga
through the eyes of his wife, Rebecca, and her two oldest daughters, Susannah and Jemima. She lives
in Knoxville, Tennessee with her husband, photographer Sam Stapleton.

11:15 a.m.-12:15 p.m.

German Kentuckians: Who Were They and Where Did They Come From?

Susan Court (Farish Theater - 1st Floor)

Genealogist and family historian Susan Court will present resources for Kentuckians to find their
German ancestors. She will also share research techniques acquired from writing a German ancestor’s
family history and publishing a related article on the topic.

Introduction to the Local History and Genealogy Department of the Kenton County
Public Library

Cierra Earl (Room B - 2nd Floor)

Learn more about the print, microfilm, and digital resources available to research family history at
the Kenton County Public Library.

Blue Licks and Beyond: The Leadership, Decisions, and Repercussions of the

Last Battle of the Revolution

Andrew Dickson (Kentucky Room - 3rd Floor)

The Kentucky Historical Society’s military history consultant Andy Dickson discusses a modern
analysis of the catastrophic decisions of Kentucky leaders after the 1782 siege of Bryan’s Station.
Dickson’s talk also details the tactics of Native Americans, how that contributed to the Kentuckians’
defeat, and the battle’s impact on citizen-soldiers in future conflicts.

Our Last Words: Kentucky Newspapers are the First History Books

Kopana Terry and Reinette Jones (Room A - Lower Level)

Kentucky newspapers have acted as the state’s first written history since they were published in the
late 1700’s. Join UK staff to learn how librarians have been working to make Kentucky newspaper
content available online and free, as well as how using newspaper content can buoy other projects
and recapture forgotten history on nearly any topic.



Friday, August 7, 2026

12:15-1:15 p.m.

See page 7 for
walkable places to eat

1:15-2:15 p.m.
African Americans in the Revolutionary War and the Kentucky Frontier
Hillary Delaney (Farish Theater -First Floor)
Rebellion in the name of liberty and freedom inspired thousands of enslaved and Free
African Americans to join the fight on both sides. Join genealogist Hillary Delaney in
outlining wartime experience and post-war opportunities which brought rapid change and
growth to Kentucky, and the stories of the African Americans among the earliest pioneers.

Oral History: You Won’t Believe What Your Grandma Said

Michael Kilmore (Room B - 2nd Floor)

Kentucky has the only commission in the nation committed to statewide oral history
documentation. With an estimated 50,000 interviews in Kentucky, oral histories provide a
unique, yet underutilized collection for researchers. Learn about Kentucky oral history,
major archives, and how to find oral histories for your own research.

Getting Started at the Kentucky Department for Libraries and Archives (KDLA)
Jessica Herrington (Kentucky Room - 3rd Floor)

KDLA has 70,000+ rolls of microfilm and 73,000+ cubic feet of original court records — a
massive collection for researchers and an amazing opportunity to search through historical
records from across the state. KDLA staff will discuss some of the resources and tools
available to help you prepare for your next visit to Kentucky’s state archive.

Legends of the Commonwealth: Famous Kentuckians and Where They Rest
Joy Neighbors (Room A - Lower Level)

Author Joy Neighbors traces the lives of the Kentuckians who carved out the frontier,
endured the nation’s wars, built lasting industries, reshaped the world, and revolutionized
American music. Along the way, attendees will uncover the cemetery symbols and stories
behind those lives and visit the Kentucky cemeteries where they rest.



Friday, August 7, 2026

2:30-3:30 p.m.
Digging in the Dust: The Lexington Opera House
Kevin Lane Dearinger (Farish Theater - 1st Floor)
With his recently published At the Lexington Opera House, a Scrapbook 1887-2026 as a model, Mr.
Dearinger will trace the history of 19th- and early-20th-century theatrical activity in Lexington
and Kentucky. This will include, with photographs and projections, considerations of celebrity,
art, race, memory, and economic class. Mr. Dearinger will then discuss his research methods and
sources. He might sing a bit.

Historical Photos, Part I of 11

Cheri Daniels (Room B - 2nd Floor)

This intensive two-hour workshop will take a deep dive into the various historic photographic
formats, followed by hands-on instructions on proper handling and preservation. Attendees will
be introduced to various enclosures and tools necessary to preserve their collection and will also
receive a few enclosure samples to take home. Class size is limited to 25.

Kentucky Room Resources at the Lexington Public Library

Sarah Hubbard (Kentucky Room - 3rd Floor)

Join Kentucky Room manager Sarah Hubbard on a tour of the Lexington Public Library's
dedicated research space and collections for Kentucky history and genealogy researchers. This
session will cover the room's materials on offer, in addition to outlining the services and
initiatives that the Kentucky Room staff create to engage the community.

Kentucky’s Counties: Their Creation and the Records They Create

Rusty Heckaman (Room A - Lower Level)

Kentucky is home to 120 counties, each a “Little Kingdom” where the local authority reigns
supreme. Join Kentucky’s state archivist Rusty Heckaman for a review of Kentucky’s counties and
important context for the genealogist, to provide an overview of the records that were created
across the Commonwealth.



Friday, August 7,
2026

3:45-4:45 p.m.

Tracing the Harts: 250 Years of the History and Musical Legacy of the Hart Family
Rachel Grimes (Farish Theater - 1st Floor)

Henry Hart (1839-1915) was a violinist and published composer whose grandmother, Dolly Hart,
was the first African American woman to arrive in Kentucky, and whose father Frederick was the
first non-native child born in Kentucky, in 1775 at Fort Boonesborough. Frederick and his wife
Judy's efforts provided permanent freedom to their children, and Henry had a highly successful
music career in Indiana.

During the presentation, Rachel Grimes will share the first-ever recordings of eight of Hart’s
works, newly arranged for chamber ensemble and singers, along with the highlights of the
groundbreaking Hart family over generations.

Historical Photos, Part II of II
Cheri Daniels (Room B - 2nd Floor)
Part II of a two-part workshop series. Class size is limited to 25.

Chronicling Your Family Heritage

Susan Court (Kentucky Room - 3rd Floor)

Join genealogist and family historian Susan Court to learn how to chronicle family heritage. Ms.
Court will lay out the process and tools available to know your purpose, determine a budget, and
compile the story, and then outline publishing options and lessons learned in producing over a
dozen family histories.

Heroes in Disaster: The 1833 Cholera Epidemic in Lexington, Kentucky

Terry Foody (Room A - Lower Level)

During the 19th century, cholera raged through the United States with high fatality rates. Drawing
from her book, The Pie Seller, the Drunk and the Lady: Heroes of the 1833 Cholera Epidemic in
Lexington, Kentucky, Ms. Foody describes the civic devastation and response during a summer
with 500 local deaths. A former public health nurse, Foody traces epidemic patterns from spread to
national response, from cholera to Covid-19.



Walkable Places to Eat

Athenian Grill 120 E Main St 50 ft * *

Subway 175 E Main St 266 ft *

Taste of Thai 101 W Main St 469 ft

Starbucks 110 W Main St 500 ft

Sam’s Hotdog Stand (Limited seating) 105 N Limestone 500 ft % *
Sawyer’s Downtown 140 W Main St 0.1 mile *

ItalX 160 W Main St 0.1 mile

Infinity: Rooftop Restaurant + Bar 150 W Main St 0.1 mile
Modern Pantry (Convenience Store) 127 W Main St 0.1 mile
Corta Lima (Latin-Inspired Cuisine) 101 W Short St 0.1 mile
Pearl’s Pizza 133 N Limestone 0.1 mile (Closes at 1 pm)
Ethereal Brewing Public House 102 W Vine St 0.1 mile
Sidebar Grill 147 N Limestone 0.2 miles

Jack Brown’s Beer and Burger Joint 155 N Limestone 0.2 mile
The Greenery: Coffee + Social Space 206 W Main St 0.2 miles
Osha Thai Kitchen & Bar 107 W Short St 0.2 mile %

Buddha Lounge 109 N Mill St 0.3 mile 3

Goodfellas Pizzeria 110 N Mill St 0.3 mile %

Jimmy John’s 105 N Mill St 0.3 miles

Main Street Deli 380 W Main St 0.3 mile *

Frank & Dino's (Italian) 271 W Short St 0.3 mile

The Triangle Grille (inside the Hilton Hotel) 369 W Vine St 0.4
Pies and Pints 401 W Main St 0.4 mile

%k Closed for lunch on Saturday 5k Fast Service %k Carry Out Only



Saturday, August 8, 2026

10-11 a.m.
Keynote Speaker: Keven McQueen, The Judge Mulligan Poisoning and
Other Historic Lexington Crimes (Atrium - 2" Floor)
Keven McQueen, a native of Richmond, Kentucky, is an English instructor at Eastern Kentucky
University and author of several books covering the history, biography, true crime, natural
disasters, folklore, and ghostlore of Kentucky. His Murder in Old Kentucky was recently revised
and expanded by Indiana University Press. McQueen holds a bachelor’s degree from Berea
College and a master’s degree from EKU.

11:15 a.m.-12:15 p.m.
Researching the Revolution: A Look at Revolutionary War Resources
David Kirkpatrick (Farish Theater - 1st Floor)
This session provides an introductory view of record types that researchers can use to find
Revolutionary War Ancestors. From organizations like the DAR/SAR to county clerk records to
federal agencies, there are many places modern Americans can search to find those revolutionary
patriots who are lost to time.

Genealogy Resources at the Kentucky Historical Society

Daniel Ware (Room B - 2nd Floor)

Learn about the many genealogy resources that are at the Kentucky Historical Society and how
they can help you with your family research.

Symbolism in Kentucky Cemeteries: The Silent Language of the Grave

Joy Neighbors (Kentucky Room - 3rd Floor)

Author Joy Neighbors traces the hidden language carved into Kentucky’s gravestones. This
program explores the symbols found in cemeteries, from frontier-era markings to Victorian
angels, fraternal emblems, and the flowers and trees of the rural cemetery movement.

Finding Your Female Ancestors

Cierra Earl (Room A - Lower Level)

In this introductory session, attendees will learn research strategies on how to find the often-
overlooked stories and histories of the women in our family trees.

12:15-1:15 p.m.
SongFarmers Performing Music of Kentucky (Atrium - 2" Floor)
The SongFarmers of Lexington bring together acoustic musicians and music
lovers for monthly open jam sessions. At the conference, the group will
perform songs about Kentucky or written by Kentucky songwriters.
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Saturday, August 8, 2026

12:15-1:15 p.m.

See page 7 for
walkable places to eat
Performing Music of Kentucky
(Atrium - 2nd Floor)
12:15-1:15 p.m.

1:15-2:15 p.m.
How Genealogy Parted the Veil: Researching Sweet Evening Breeze
Maryjean Wall (Farish Theater - 1st Floor)
Sweet Evening Breeze was a beloved and highly recognizable “town character” on mid-
century Lexington’s downtown streets. Historian Dr. Maryjean Wall discusses genealogy
techniques used to research and discover how one person wielded extraordinary power in
what was then a small, southern city revolving around the growing horse industry. Wall’s
new book, She's the Mother of Us All, complicates long-accepted narratives of being Black
and LGBTQ+ in southern culture.

How to Move from Files and Piles to a Biographical Sketch

Kelli Jo Bergheimer (Room B - 2nd Floor)

Writing a biographical sketch can take many formats. Learn some options for how to write
biographical sketches with collected records, and how Al tools might help give researchers
a jump start.

Kentucky Room Resources at the Lexington Public Library

Sarah Hubbard (Kentucky Room - 3rd Floor)

Join Kentucky Room manager Sarah Hubbard on a tour of the Lexington Public Library's
dedicated research space and collections for Kentucky history and genealogy researchers.
This session will cover the room's materials on offer, in addition to outlining the services
and initiatives that the Kentucky Room staff create to engage the community.

Seeing Through the Eyes of the Digital Access Project (DAP) of Kentucky

Shea Brown (Room A - Lower Level)

County records are the oldest preserved historic documents in Kentucky, and they contain a
wealth of information for scholars, professionals, student researchers, and the general
public. This session will demonstrate how access to these records has been made easier
through digital records now freely available online. The DAP helps to bring out historic
truths and stories that shape and frame our understanding of Fayette County and
Kentucky’s history.



Saturday, August 8, 2026

2:30-3:30 p.m.
Kentucky Quilts as Historical and Genealogical Documents
Vickie Coleman (Farish Theater - 1st Floor)
Quilts are rich historical records stitched with evidence of Kentucky’s social, cultural, and economic
past. This presentation explores quilts as primary source documents, revealing how fabrics, patterns,
construction techniques, and inscriptions can provide insight into the lives of Kentucky families
across generations.

Stones Across Lexington
Karen Dalton (Room B - 2nd Floor)

Join genealogist Karen Dalton for an exploration of biographical blurbs interspersed with photos
of several Lexington landmark buildings with cut-stone work by Frank R. Dalton.

Locating Kentucky Court Records

Jessica Herrington (Room A - Lower Level)

Kentucky’s state archive has over 43,000 cubic feet of original court records, often full of unexpected
details for researchers. Learn some general search strategies to help get started, and discover new
tools to make searches more effective. KDLA’s searchable judicial indexes will be demonstrated, which
is now available online.

Kentucky Room Open Research and Vendors
Kentucky Room, 3rd floor vendor tables
One last chance to research in the Kentucky Room, and visit our vendors

3:30-4:30 p.m.
Concert: Musical Tribute to Kentucky Composer Anthony Philip Heinrich
(Atrium - 2™ Floor)
Voice, piano, and instruments will be raised in song to the music of Anthony Philip Heinrich,
Kentucky's own "Beethoven of America." Featuring University of Kentucky Music Professor Emeritus
Ron Pen, the Eastern Kentucky University School of Music, and other regional musicians.
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Conference Presenters

Kelli Jo Bergheimer is a writer, teacher, editor, author, and international genealogical speaker.
Kelli runs two small businesses—Mess on the Desk, a genealogical organization company with a
YouTube channel and Genetics, Genealogy, and You, a DNA interest group.

Shea Brown is the Special Projects Deputy Clerk in Land Records of the Fayette County Clerk's
Office with over 26 years of experience in county records, and the co-director of the Digital Access
Project (DAP) of Kentucky.

Vickie Coleman is a quilt historian, educator, and quilt appraiser with extensive experience
researching and documenting historic quilts. She has presented nationally on quilt history,
appraisal methodology, and textile documentation, with a particular focus on interpreting quilts
as historical and genealogical records.

Susan J. Court, M.A., J.D., is a genealogist and family historian. A past co-president of the
Kentucky Genealogical Society, she currently serves as a member-at-large on the Society's Board
of Directors and project manager for the Society's collaboration with FamilySearch International.

Karen Dalton is an amateur genealogist with paternal roots transplanted from Ireland. She has
been researching her great-grandfather's work on buildings across Lexington, from the late 1800's
to early 1900's.

Cheri Daniels is the Local History Librarian for Woodford County Library's new History Room
(opened, 2023), which is home to the Digital Legacy Lab and over 10,000 books, original archives,
and subject files that cover central Kentucky history and genealogy.

Kevin Lane Dearinger is a retired Broadway actor and educator. His published work includes
four theatre histories, poems, plays, and two memoirs, including Bad Sex in Kentucky and
On Stage with Bette Davis.

Hillary Delaney is an award-winning research specialist, genealogist and presenter with a focus
on 18th and 19th century Kentucky. She has documented hundreds of Underground Railroad
incidents and genealogical data items for thousands of individuals once enslaved in Boone
County and across Kentucky.

Andy Dickson is a history graduate from the University of Kentucky and an Army retiree with 23
years of service. He studies the people and politics of military history and how the stories of
veterans affect the community. He currently serves as the Kentucky Historical Society’s military
history consultant.
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Cierra Earl, MA, MSLS, is a local history and genealogy librarian at the Kenton County
Public Library in Covington. She is a member of the Rebecca Bryan Boone Chapter of the DAR.

Terry Foody, RN, MSN, is a graduate of Niagara University, NY and University of Kentucky.
A former public health nurse, university instructor, and research coordinator, she’s authored
two non-fiction history books. A Kentucky Humanities Speaker, Terry brings her extensive
research, fascinating subjects and personal perspective to audiences near and far.

Rachel Grimes is a composer, pianist, and arranger based in Kentucky who creates music for
chamber ensembles, orchestras, film, multi-media installations, and collaborative live
performances. She is a multi-generational Kentuckian interested in how genealogy and
history research can lead to social change.

Rusty Heckaman is the State Archivist and Director of the Archives and Records
Management Division of the Kentucky Department for Libraries and Archives. He manages
the archival collections of the State of Kentucky.

Jessica Herrington is the Archives Research Room Supervisor at the KY Dept for Libraries
and Archives, where she supports and guides researchers in navigating historical public
records.

Sarah Hubbard is the Kentucky Room Manager for the Lexington Public Library, and teaches
Library Information Technology classes for the Kentucky Community & Technical College
System.

Reinette Jones is an outreach and reference librarian in UK’s Special Collections Research
Center. She is co-creator and manager of the 23-year-old Notable Kentucky African Americans
Database, and has written more than 50 history and library-related articles. She is author of
the book Library Service to African Americans in Kentucky, and co-author of Special Libraries of
the Bluegrass.

Michael Kilmore is the Oral Historian for the Kentucky Historical Society. In addition to
recording oral histories, he promotes the 10,000 oral history interviews at KHS and helps
administer the Kentucky Oral History Commission.

David Kirkpatrick is a local historian from Washington County, Kentucky. He has worked
with Kentucky history for almost twenty years, as an archivist at the Kentucky State Archives
and currently as the Assistant Director of the Mercer County Public Library and Manager of
their History Research Center. David is the author of The War of 1812 in the West; a history of
Kentucky's role in America's second war of independence.



Joy Neighbors is a Tombstone Tourist with an avid interest in cemeteries, history, and genealogy.
She speaks nationwide on cemetery research, history, and preservation, and is also the editor for
the Indiana Genealogical Society Quarterly Journal and the founder and rectifier of Spirited Women.

Kopana Terry is a preservationist, photographer, musician, producer, oral historian, and archivist.
She is the archivist at the Louie B. Nunn Center for Oral History and Curator of Newspapers in the
Special Collections Research Center at the University of Kentucky. More of Kopana’s work and
background can be found at kopana.net

Dr. Maryjean Wall has published three regional histories. Her latest, She's the Mother of Us All,
was released in May 2026 by McFarland, a highly respected independent academic press. Prior to
earning her history doctorate in 2008, Dr. Wall worked some forty-plus years as a journalist and
sports columnist, winning international awards for her coverage of horse racing.

Daniel Ware is the genealogy librarian at the Kentucky Historical Society. He has had a passion
for genealogy, history, and learning for as long as he can remember, and watches historical
documentaries and reads nonfiction history books for the fun of it.

EXPLORE OUR
FEATURED
VENDORS ON
THE 3RD FLOOR
THROUGHOUT
THE EVENT.
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Parking at the

Central Library An Evening
All conference attendees will receive *
e with Ann
all-day passes to park for free at
the Central Library garage, which is PatChett
located next to the library underneath

Join us for an evening of connection
the Park Plaza Apartments. and meaningful converstion with
acclaimed author Ann Patchett as she
discusses storytelling, community,
and the power of books to bring
people closer together.

Details are listed on our webpage:

lexpublib.org/parking

More than an author talk, this event
is also an opportunity to engage
more deeply with the Library’s

The library is unable to cover parking mission and future.
validation for any other parking garage Thursday, ¢
. Tickets
or on-street parking. Please check the Fe}’“:’.';:; 11’12027 $55
website for vehicle size limits. b
The Kentucky Theater N

214 E Main St Lexington, KY

As a fundraising event, all proceeds support library resources.






Thank you for attending the
2026 Kentucky History and
Genealogy Conference at the
Lexington Public Library!

Lexington Public Library
Kentucky Room
140 E. Main St., Lexington KY 40507

859-231-5500 x1008
elibrarian@lexpublib.org
lexpublib.org/genealogy-and-local-history
lexpublib.org/digital-archives

Hours of operation:
Monday-Thursday 9:30 am - 7 pm
Friday 9:30 am - 6 pm
Saturday 9:30 am - 5 pm
Sunday 1 pm - 5 pm

/r_\\A Lexington Public Library
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