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Reading Is Just the Beginning!

The Comics & Graphic Novel Bulletin of ,.s;) A Lexington Public Library
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“Nice touch, don’t you think?”

Winner of the National Book Award for his novel Middle
Passage, Charles Johnson began his career as a cartoon-
ist. He worked in the once ubiquitous but now moribund
form of the “gag cartoon,” a singe panel with a caption.
But unlike his white peers, Johnson used gag cartoons to
comment on the racial issues roiling 1960s America. Soul
brothers and sell-outs, cops and Klansmen, the Right On
and the dropped-out: all get gibed for their jive in these
fiercely funny cartoons, currently available at Central.
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STEHANI WILLIARS
ViTa Avata
AUTHA HARTING
ARK MORALKS

JEFF LEMIRE

CAITLIN YARSKY
DAVE STEWART
NATE PIEKOS
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FOR LIFE!

AN HONEST MAN....

BLAMED FOR A

CRIME
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NOT
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ABOVE: A list of Black characters from == ““ BELOW: An incomplete list of African-
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different companies across the decades ‘=& American comics creators past and present

THE LAW!
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JEFF LEMIRE
MALACHI WARD
MATTHEW SHEEAN
NATE PIEKOS

FROM THE WORLD OF BLACK HAMMER
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KELLY THOMPSON « CULLEN BUNN o CECIL CASTELLUCCI » SCOTT SNYDER
MALACHI WARD * MATTHEW SHEEAN  LEONARDO ROMERO * JORDIE BELLAIRE
MELISSA DUFFY » DAVID RUBIN * DAVE STEWART * BILL CRABTREE
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Jeff Lemire’s superhero series BLACK HAMMER returns with three
new volumes and an anthology available via LEXPUBLIB.ORG!

B8Y THE WAY,
I'M GABRIEL.
WE 60 TO THE SAME
SCHOOL...

50 THAT'S WHY
YOU'RE
ALL UP IN MY
BUSINESS?

I JUST NEED
YOU TO 8 A
6000 61RL
AND STAY AWAY
FROM HIM.

It's the 90s, it's the ‘hood, and Inez is sick and tired of
being poor. She wants to get with the local kingpin, but
this cat from her school is up in her face (above). Gabri-
el’s got an amazing Afro and, it turns out, fighting skills.
Good thing when an old flame comes looking for pay-
back (below). Tephlon Funk is the name of the buzz,
Tephlon Funk is the name of the book, written by Steph-
anie Metayer and drawn with manic mangafied moxie by

THE TWO, OF yOu
PLEASE STOP/
YOL'RE GONNA HLRT
EACH OTHER!!
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Based on the trend settlng animated series of the
1990s, Batman: The Adventures Continue update
that era’s storylines with creations from recent Bat
-sagas. Specifically the Court of Owls: the malefic
secret society that has been ruling the roost in
Gotham City behind the scenes finally impinges
upon the Timmverse in Season Two. With the help
of occasional ally Boston Brand, AKA Deadman,
Batman solves the murder of Gotham mayor Ham-
ilton Hill at the claws of the Court...if, indeed,
murder it was! Gotham City politics motivate much
of the mysteries in this book, as Batman fights
both villains and City Hall with the help of
Nightwing, the Huntress and the new Robin. Read-
ers looking for a respite from the burden of conti-
nuity should check out this edition and others of
the simpler yet no less exciting Batman Adven-
tures. If you're looking for more realistic thrills, get
the long-awaited seventh collection of the hard-

MEANWHILE

boiled Image series, Lazarus. Written by crime maven
Greg Rucka, Lazarus is set in a near-future after the
collapse of nation-states has led to a neo-feudal
system run by the Families. Of glorified mobsters,
that is, who maintain order and discipline with jacked
-up killer clones called Lazari. Previous volumes
showed how the Lazarus of the Carlyle Family, Forev-
er, sussed out who and what she really was. She
wasn’t happy with what she learned. The fallout from
her rebellion shook the feudal system to its core, and
the world is at war. Now the sixth, seventh and teen-
age eighth Forever clones work together, using the
war as a cover to eliminate other Families while un-
dermining the plans of their own. A history of person-
al betrayals that lead to this new society is told in the
story arc, Fracture Il. The four-tier grid broken up by
big pix when needed replicates the constrictions
which bind every member of this despotic society
whlle Michael Lark portrays mood and movement

with his trademark shadow—lezed t;hotorealism. Find
Lazarus Volume 7 at Central and Eastside. Speaking
of characters who never die, Fantagraphics has
dipped into the vast amount of comics starring Don-
ald Duck and his Uncle Scrooge to compile Bear
Mountain Tales. The World’s Richest Duck was intro-
duced in the classic “Christmas on Bear Mountain”
by the “Duck Man”, Carl Barks. Since then, Europe-
an and American heirs of the Barks tradition have
added to the pile of pages. Barks himself shows up,
explaining he got the story of “Christmas...” from the
duck’s mouth, including how he talked the unwilling
Scrooge into appearing in more adventures. Another
explanation for Scrooge’s return to his globe-trotting
ways is given by Kentucky’s own Don Rosa, who
shows what happened that fateful day after
“Christmas on Bear Mountain.” A treasury of beauti-
ful cartooning, this 75th Anniversary celebration of
the career of Scrooge McDuck and his wastrel neph-
ew can be found under J741.5 at all LPL locations.
Go to the adult comics section of your favorite loca-
tion to cop the latest Suicide Squad spin-off, King
Shark (DC). Poor guy—just because he eats people,

lexpublib.org

TIM SEELEY SCOTT KOLINS JOHN KALISZ

SUICIDE SIIIII:IB

is a
bad guy. But there are much worse than him, and

everybody thlnks Nanue ahas ng Shark,

he’'s got to fight them all—Queen Tiger, King
Roach, the Man-King, and more—to be the Exam-
plar of the Red, the mystical biosphere of beasts
and bugs. That is, if Squad boss Amanda Waller
doesn’t get him first. Ferocious but full of feeling,
King Shark is bloody fun from DC. But, as noted in
741.5 #80, DC’s always been the leader in animal
heroes. Krypto the Super-Dog, Streaky the Super-
Cat, Comet, Beppo— all were popular back when
comics were for kids and kids were for comics.
Tails of the Super-Pets include their origins and
those of others like Ace the Bat-hound and Cha-
meleon Boy’s pet blob, Proty. This charming col-
lection snuck past us onto TEEN shelves some-
time last year. But fans of the naif surrealism of
Silver Age comics should get it from lexpublib.org!

TAILS or THE

SlIPER PETS!

PULL HIM OVER THE
K'Y SH

COLLECTIONS
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