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            Join us for a walking tour of Downtown Lexington’s historic sites. The full tour is available as a single MP3, or you can download individual tracks. For the single MP3, music will play between the stops. You can pause the track while you walk between stops.


This tour covers a walking distance of 1.1 miles.


The music clips used in this tour are from “Walking Barefoot on Grass” by Kai Engel, and are used with a CCBY license. It is available here: http://freemusicarchive.org/music/Kai_Engel/
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            These tours are guided audio walking tours with a variety of topics focused on Downtown Lexington, KY. Music will play in between each stop, and the listener can pause the track while walking between stops.

Want to learn about new tours as they become available?  Subscribe to our Genealogy & Local History newsletter.
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            In the summer of 2019, the Lexington History Museum exhibited a 20th anniversary timeline and historical materials exhibit titled, Our Fair City: the 1999 Lexington Fairness Ordinance. The ordinance, Local Ordinance 201-99, passed on July 8th, 1999, and added sexual orientation and gender identity as explicitly protected classes against discrimination in Fayette County employment, housing and public accommodations.


 


From June 17 - July 19, 2019, the Lexington Public Library hosted the exhibit and several community events surrounding the anniversary. The exhibit also featured a community response section titled, "What Does Fairness Mean To You?" with an opportunity for attendees to give their own response. After the exhibit, the notes were collected and digitized, and are now available for viewing.


 


To view the 3D interactive exhibit, click here.
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            Lexington Public Library Breaks Ground on New Marksbury Family Branch 



      



  











  
    
      






            New facility will remain at previous location with a larger footprint and expanded offerings

      



  











  
    
      






            Lexington, Kentucky (August 18, 2022) – The Lexington Public Library broke ground on a new, significantly larger facility in the former Village Branch location on Versailles Road to better provide for the needs of the neighborhoods it serves. The new branch will reflect the community’s vision for a state-of-the-art community hub, one that offers robust resources and a myriad of program and service offerings. The groundbreaking ceremony was held on Tuesday at a media event featuring Library and City officials.
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            741.5 is written and designed by Lexington Public Library staff member Bill Widener. The inaugural issue came out in January 2017. Sub-titled The Comics & Graphic Novel Bulletin of the Lexington Public Library, its intent is to promote new arrivals to the Library's comics collections. 741.5 takes its name from the numeral designation within the Dewey Decimal System that covers comics and cartooning.
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            New Versailles Road Library Branch to be named Marksbury Family Branch

      



  











  
    
      






            Lexington, Kentucky (March 9, 2022) – Lexington Public Library and Lexington Public Library Foundation are honored to announce that the Marksbury Family Foundation has committed the lead gift for the capital campaign to rebuild the library branch at the corner of Versailles Road and Village Drive.  In recognition of their generosity, the new facility will be named the Marksbury Family Branch when it opens in 2024.
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            The Lexington Public Library welcomes your time and talents! There are a number of volunteer opportunities available.  Apply now.
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            Effective Immediately: Lexington Public Library is Fine Free



      



  











  
    
      






            Lexington, Kentucky (April 12, 2023) – The Lexington Public Library will be Fine Free for all materials, effective immediately, following a vote at today’s regularly scheduled monthly board meeting. Lexington Public Library customers will no longer incur fines for late, damaged, or lost library materials. Additionally, the Library has forgiven all current, outstanding fines
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            Lexington Public Library Announces Grand Opening for New Marksbury Family Branch



      



  











  
    
      






            Grand Opening set for Saturday, March 9

      



  











  
    
      






            Lexington, Kentucky (January 17, 2024) – Lexington Public Library is proud to announce the Grand Opening of the Marksbury Family Branch of the Lexington Public Library.


Festivities include a Media Day event on Friday, March 8 from 8:30-10am and a Grand Opening Celebration on Saturday, March 9 (more details coming soon). The current Village Branch will remain open through 6pm on Friday, February 23.
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            Lexington, Kentucky (February 1, 2024) – This February, Lexington Public Library is proud to join the nation in celebrating Black History Month, a time dedicated to honoring the achievements, contributions, and rich cultural heritage of African Americans.
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            A book club to discuss literary works by black authors

      



  











  
    
      






            Lexington, Kentucky (January 16, 2024) – Lexington Public Library is proud to announce their new Black Voices Book Club which is dedicated to discussing literary works by black authors. The Club meets on the third Saturday of each month.
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            Lexington Public Library Announces Return of “LPL After School” for 2023



      



  











  
    
      






            Free program being offered at Northside and Village Branches

      



  











  
    
      






            Lexington, Kentucky (December 20, 2022) – Lexington Public Library announced today that its popular LPL After School program will return in 2023, beginning January 2. 

LPL After School is a FREE drop-in program for kids aged 5-12 that takes place after regular school hours, Mondays through Fridays from 4-6pm.  The Library, in partnership with God’s Pantry, will provide snacks for all participants as well as STEAM and enrichment activities, homework help, and reading recommendations. And there’s no need to register—just show up!
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            Mariam interviews Peter Brackney, author of the 2014 book Lost Lexington, and creator of the blog The Kaintuckeean.
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            Mariam interviews Tom Eblen about the history and personalities surrounding Lexington’s Newspapers.
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            The Kentucky Room's collections contain Lexington's residential directories going back over 200 years, and are some of the most useful resources for researchers looking for family information, neighborhood histories, and house histories.
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            Dolly Johnson Dandridge: Lexington's White House Chef (2020)



      



  











  
    
      









  





    

  




















  
  
    
                        
          






  
    
      






            J.P. Johnson guest hosts to celebrate the life of Dolly Johnson Dandridge (1852-1918), a Kentucky native who was the White House Chef for President Benjamin Harrison, and later a much sought-after chef after her return to Lexington, Kentucky in 1894.
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            Street Names in Lexington, Part Two: The Streets Not Named for Horses (2023)
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            Smiley Pete: Lexington's Town Dog (2019)



      



  











  
    
      









  





    

  




















  
  
    
                        
          






  
    
      






            Denise Shanks tells the story of Smiley Pete, Lexington’s “town dog” in the 1940’s and 1950’s.
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            Lexington Ghost Stories (2018)



      



  











  
    
      









  





    

  




















  
  
    
                        
          






  
    
      






            Jonathan Coleman guest hosts this episode, and tells his favorite ghost stories from his popular Lexington History Walks. Dr. Coleman conducts Lexington History Walks year-round, which can be booked on his website: www.drcolemanwalks.com
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            The Urge to Merge: The Merger of Lexington’s City and Fayette County’s Governments (2021)



      



  











  
    
      









  





    

  




















  
  
    
                        
          






  
    
      






            Mariam and Wayne discuss the history of Lexington &amp; Fayette County’s merged governments, one of only fifteen merged city-county governments in the United States.
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            History of Lexington City & Fayette County Public Schools (2021)



      



  











  
    
      









  





    

  




















  
  
    
                        
          






  
    
      






            Mariam gives a brief history of the public schools in Lexington and Fayette County.
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            Street Names in Lexington, Part One: Horse Names (2023)
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            The 20th Anniversary of the Lexington Ice Storm
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            Lexington's 1965 Fallout Shelter Plan (2023)
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            A History Lover's Guide to Lexington with Peter Brackney (2023)
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            Ruth Gaylord, Lexington Public Library's First African American Librarian (2020)



      



  











  
    
      









  





    

  




















  
  
    
                        
          






  
    
      






            Mariam interviews Ruth Gaylord about her life and work as Lexington Public Library’s first African American librarian. 
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            Lafayette’s Visit to Lexington (2021)



      



  











  
    
      









  





    

  




















  
  
    
                        
          






  
    
      






            Mariam and David discuss Lafayette's 1825 visit to Lexington as we approach the 200th anniversary in 2024-2025.
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            Digital Archives - Collection

      



  











  
    
      





  
            Lexington and Fayette County Government Documents
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            Until 1974, Lexington and Fayette County had two separate governing bodies. Lexington itself was founded in 1775 and chartered in 1782 by an act of the Virginia General Assembly, since Kentucky itself did not achieve statehood until 1792. Fayette County was formed in 1780, and spanned what is currently about a third of the state, before achieving its current boundary lines in 1799. 


 


The Lexington Fayette Urban County Government became a consolidated government in 1974. The digitized items in this collection are primarily Lexington city documents or merged city-county documents. The earliest digitized item is Lexington’s 1858 city charter and ordinances. 


 



      



  











  
    
      






      
              Listen to our Podcast about the 1965 Fallout Shelter Plan

              View All Lexington Government Documents

              Lexington City Budgets, Reports, and Ordinances

              1924 Housing Survey

              1929 Lexington Police and Fire Departments Review

              1931 Comprehensive Plan

              1938 Health Dept. Report

              1939 Real Property Survey

              1940 Health Dept. Report

              1949 Housing Master Plan

              1965 Nuclear Fallout Shelter Plan

              1966 Downtown Plan

              1966 Analysis of Soils in Lexington and Fayette County

              1966 Design Plan

              1931-1968 Studies Abstracts

              1969 Wonderful Lexington

              1970 Low Income Housing Study

              1971 Irishtown Davistown South Hill Study

              1971 Housing Report/Rural Settlements

              1974 Preservation Study

              1975 Pralltown Development Study

              1975 Bicentennial Celebration

              1977 Georgetown Small Area Plan

              1983 Existing Facilities, Problem Area Maps

              1984 Economic Development Study
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            Black Enclaves of Lexington (2022)



      



  











  
    
      









  





    

  




















  
  
    
                        
          






  
    
      






            Brenna guests to share her research on three of Lexington’s Black enclaves, founded by formerly enslaved persons after the Civil War. She highlights the history we know, and points out that much of the history of these hamlets and their residents are lost
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            Railroad Track Removal from Downtown Lexington. (2018)



      



  











  
    
      









  





    

  




















  
  
    
                        
          






  
    
      






            Mariam and Wayne discuss the 1968 removal of the railroad tracks from Downtown Lexington in time for the 50th
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