
        
      Skip to main content
    
    
    





  












  
    






  
    
  

    
    [image: Home]
  
  
  
    
      















  
    
      















  
  
    
                        
          






  
    
      






            











  









[image: Library Symbol 200]

      



  



      



  





        

                              
          






  
    
      





      
      
        
        
        
        
      
    
    
    




	
      
            
                Browse
          
                Toggle submenu
          

    





      





      





  
               




  
    
      






      
  Browse

  

        






              	
        Catalog
              
	
        eLibrary
              
	
        Research & Learning
              
	
        Genealogy & Local History
              


  





  




    

  





      







      





  
               




  
    
      






  
    
      










  
    
      
      
      




    








  
    

  
  
    















  
  
    
                        
          






  
    
      






            




  









[image: Lexington’s African American Heritage Walking Tour ]













      



  





        

                              
          






  
    
      






      
              Explore

          

  



  











  
    
      





  
            Lexington’s African American Heritage Walking Tour 



      



  











  
    
      






            Join us for an on-demand walking tour of Downtown Lexington’s African American heritage sites. 



      



  











  
    
      






            Walk the Tour

      



  





        

                                                                                                                                                                              
  














  












    

  
          










  





    

  





      







  





  






	
      
            
                Visit
          
                Toggle submenu
          

    





      





      





  
               




  
    
      






      
  Visit

  

        






              	
        Locations & Hours
              
	
        Events
              
	
        Learning Spaces
              
	
        Meeting Rooms
              
	
        Galleries & Exhibits
              
	
        Special Collections
              


  





  




    

  





      







      





  
               




  
    
      






  
    
      










  
    
      
      
      




    








  
    

  
  
    















  
  
    
                        
          






  
    
      






            




  









[image: Kloiber Foundation STEAM Lab ]













      



  





        

                              
          






  
    
      






      
              Spotlight

          

  



  











  
    
      





  
            Kloiber Foundation STEAM Lab 



      



  











  
    
      






            Explore topics related to Science, Technology, Engineering, Art, and Math (STEAM) in this space for youth, grades 3-12. 



      



  











  
    
      






            See The Lab

      



  





        

                                                                                                                                                                              
  














  












    

  
          










  





    

  





      







  





  






	
      
            
                About
          
                Toggle submenu
          

    





      





      





  
               




  
    
      






      
  About

  

        






              	
        Vision, Mission, and Values
              
	
        Library News
              
	
        Our Team
              
	
        Support Us
              
	
        Policies
              
	
        Requests for Proposals
              


  





  




    

  





      







      





  
               




  
    
      






  
    
      










  
    
      
      
      




    








  
    

  
  
    















  
  
    
                        
          






  
    
      






            




  









[image: Lexington Public Library Foundation]













      



  





        

                              
          






  
    
      






      
              Spotlight

          

  



  











  
    
      





  
            Lexington Public Library Foundation  



      



  











  
    
      






            Learn how the Lexington Public Library Foundation empowers change within our library system.



      



  











  
    
      






            Learn More

      



  





        

                                                                                                                                                                              
  














  












    

  
          










  





    

  





      







  





  






	
      
            
                Services
          
                Toggle submenu
          

    





      





      





  
               




  
    
      






      
  Services

  

        






              	
        Reading Services
              
	
        Students and Educators
              
	
        Career & Job Resources
              
	
        Entrepreneurship & Nonprofits
              
	
        English Language Learning
              
	
        Interlibrary Loans
              


  





  




    

  





      







      





  
               




  
    
      






  
    
      










  
    
      
      
      




    








  
    

  
  
    















  
  
    
                        
          






  
    
      






            




  









[image: LinkedIn Learning ]













      



  





        

                              
          






  
    
      






      
              Try Something New

          

  



  











  
    
      





  
            LinkedIn Learning 



      



  











  
    
      






            Learn or develop a personal or professional skill with LinkedIn Learning classes, available for free with your library card.



      



  











  
    
      






            Try Now

      



  





        

                                                                                                                                                                              
  














  












    

  
          










  





    

  





      







  





  






	
      
            
                Ask
          
                Toggle submenu
          

    





      





      





  
               




  
    
      






      
  Ask

  

        






              	
        Ask Us
              
	
        Book a Librarian
              
	
        Suggest a Purchase
              


  





  




    

  





      







      





  
               




  
    
      






  
    
      










  
    
      
      
      




    








  
    

  
  
    















  
  
    
                        
          






  
    
      






            




  









[image: Automatic Renewals]













      



  





        

                              
          






  
    
      






      
              Did You Know

          

  



  











  
    
      





  
            Automatic Renewals



      



  











  
    
      






            Did you know physical materials renew automatically if they don’t have a waiting list? Check your account online to see the status of your items. 



      



  











  
    
      






            Log In

      



  





        

                                                                                                                                                                              
  














  












    

  
          










  





    

  





      







  





  












      

  






  





        

                                                                                                                                                                              
  














  











  
    
      






            
[image: ]
Events 
[image: ]
Library Card 
[image: ]
My Account[image: Search Open]
                    
            

                    Search



      



  











  
    
      






            [image: Donate to The Lexington Public Library][image: Library Events][image: Get a Library Card][image: Check Your Account][image: Search]



      



  











  
    
      





  Menu




  





  




 







  
    






  
    
      






            




 
  








Catalog

Website








      



  





  




 


    

    
  
    
      
        
      


      
        
          
        
      


      
        





  
    






  
    
      





      
      
        
        
        
        
      
    
    
    




	
      
            
                Browse
          
                Toggle submenu
          

    





      





      





  
               




  
    
      






      
  Browse

  

        






              	
        Catalog
              
	
        eLibrary
              
	
        Research & Learning
              
	
        Genealogy & Local History
              


  





  




    

  





      







      





  
               




  
    
      






  
    
      










  
    
      
      
      




    








  
    

  
  
    















  
  
    
                        
          






  
    
      






            




  









[image: Lexington’s African American Heritage Walking Tour ]













      



  





        

                              
          






  
    
      






      
              Explore

          

  



  











  
    
      





  
            Lexington’s African American Heritage Walking Tour 



      



  











  
    
      






            Join us for an on-demand walking tour of Downtown Lexington’s African American heritage sites. 



      



  











  
    
      






            Walk the Tour

      



  





        

                                                                                                                                                                              
  














  












    

  
          










  





    

  





      







  





  






	
      
            
                Visit
          
                Toggle submenu
          

    





      





      





  
               




  
    
      






      
  Visit

  

        






              	
        Locations & Hours
              
	
        Events
              
	
        Learning Spaces
              
	
        Meeting Rooms
              
	
        Galleries & Exhibits
              
	
        Special Collections
              


  





  




    

  





      







      





  
               




  
    
      






  
    
      










  
    
      
      
      




    








  
    

  
  
    















  
  
    
                        
          






  
    
      






            




  









[image: Kloiber Foundation STEAM Lab ]













      



  





        

                              
          






  
    
      






      
              Spotlight

          

  



  











  
    
      





  
            Kloiber Foundation STEAM Lab 



      



  











  
    
      






            Explore topics related to Science, Technology, Engineering, Art, and Math (STEAM) in this space for youth, grades 3-12. 



      



  











  
    
      






            See The Lab

      



  





        

                                                                                                                                                                              
  














  












    

  
          










  





    

  





      







  





  






	
      
            
                About
          
                Toggle submenu
          

    





      





      





  
               




  
    
      






      
  About

  

        






              	
        Vision, Mission, and Values
              
	
        Library News
              
	
        Our Team
              
	
        Support Us
              
	
        Policies
              
	
        Requests for Proposals
              


  





  




    

  





      







      





  
               




  
    
      






  
    
      










  
    
      
      
      




    








  
    

  
  
    















  
  
    
                        
          






  
    
      






            




  









[image: Lexington Public Library Foundation]













      



  





        

                              
          






  
    
      






      
              Spotlight

          

  



  











  
    
      





  
            Lexington Public Library Foundation  



      



  











  
    
      






            Learn how the Lexington Public Library Foundation empowers change within our library system.



      



  











  
    
      






            Learn More

      



  





        

                                                                                                                                                                              
  














  












    

  
          










  





    

  





      







  





  






	
      
            
                Services
          
                Toggle submenu
          

    





      





      





  
               




  
    
      






      
  Services

  

        






              	
        Reading Services
              
	
        Students and Educators
              
	
        Career & Job Resources
              
	
        Entrepreneurship & Nonprofits
              
	
        English Language Learning
              
	
        Interlibrary Loans
              


  





  




    

  





      







      





  
               




  
    
      






  
    
      










  
    
      
      
      




    








  
    

  
  
    















  
  
    
                        
          






  
    
      






            




  









[image: LinkedIn Learning ]













      



  





        

                              
          






  
    
      






      
              Try Something New

          

  



  











  
    
      





  
            LinkedIn Learning 



      



  











  
    
      






            Learn or develop a personal or professional skill with LinkedIn Learning classes, available for free with your library card.



      



  











  
    
      






            Try Now

      



  





        

                                                                                                                                                                              
  














  












    

  
          










  





    

  





      







  





  






	
      
            
                Ask
          
                Toggle submenu
          

    





      





      





  
               




  
    
      






      
  Ask

  

        






              	
        Ask Us
              
	
        Book a Librarian
              
	
        Suggest a Purchase
              


  





  




    

  





      







      





  
               




  
    
      






  
    
      










  
    
      
      
      




    








  
    

  
  
    















  
  
    
                        
          






  
    
      






            




  









[image: Automatic Renewals]













      



  





        

                              
          






  
    
      






      
              Did You Know

          

  



  











  
    
      





  
            Automatic Renewals



      



  











  
    
      






            Did you know physical materials renew automatically if they don’t have a waiting list? Check your account online to see the status of your items. 



      



  











  
    
      






            Log In

      



  





        

                                                                                                                                                                              
  














  












    

  
          










  





    

  





      







  





  












      

  






  











  
    
      






            











  









[image: Support The Library]

      



  



      



  











  
    
      





  Menu




  





  




      
              
      

    

  
  



  
    
    
  
   

  
        
            
        





  
    







  
    
      








  
    

  
  
    















  
  
    
                        
          






  
    
      










  
    
      
      
      




    














  




  
                  
              
              
              
                  




[image: Lexington Public Library]




  








































































  














Search Our Website







































































































    

  
          










  





        

                                                                                                                                                                                              
  





























  
  
    
                        
          






  
    
      




  
    Breadcrumb

    	
                  Home
              


  




  











  
    
      








  

  
          















 





 [bookmark: paragraph-205946]

  
        







      






      
              











    Search Website











  
    
      
      Displaying results 1 - 35 of 257
    

        
      






  





  





      




Search



        






  





        










      




Content Type



        




- Any -
Board Member
Database
Digital Archives - Collection
Digital Archives - Collection - Group
Event Page
Gallery
Gallery Exhibit
Holidays and Closures
Job Listing
Primary Page
Highlight
Library News
Location
Page
Podcast
Podcast Episode
Staff Member
Walking Tour
Webform





        
















  






















    

    
      
      









    








  
    

  
  
    





  
    
      






  
    
      






            Library News

      



  











  
    
      









  











  
    
      





  
            Lexington Public Library Foundation Announces Lead Gift from Marksbury Family Foundation for New Library Branch



      



  











  
    
      






            New Versailles Road Library Branch to be named Marksbury Family Branch

      



  











  
    
      






            Lexington, Kentucky (March 9, 2022) – Lexington Public Library and Lexington Public Library Foundation are honored to announce that the Marksbury Family Foundation has committed the lead gift for the capital campaign to rebuild the library branch at the corner of Versailles Road and Village Drive.  In recognition of their generosity, the new facility will be named the Marksbury Family Branch when it opens in 2024.
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            Thanks for your interest in joining the Lexington Public Library!  Your library card is the key to checking out books, downloading audiobooks, taking online classes, and much more.  Please check here to find out if you qualify for a library card and how to apply.
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            The Materials Selection Policy was initially adopted February 25, 1987 by the Lexington Public Library Board of Trustees and was revised March 24, 1993. The Materials Selection Policy was updated and renamed the Collection Development Policy which was approved by the Board on January 14, 2009. The Board of Trustees assumes full responsibility for all legal actions which may result from the implementation of any policies stated herein.
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            The Central Library's Parking Garage is available to our customers or anyone needing a parking space.  There are 428 parking spots in the garage, 10 of which are handicapped or van accessible.  The height clearance for garage entry is 13'1".  The height clearance for parking access is 6'4".

Two hours of free parking is provided with a ticket validated inside the Central Library.
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            The Lexington Public Library welcomes your time and talents! There are a number of volunteer opportunities available.  Apply now.
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            The Lexington Public Library receives most of its operating funds from an Ad Valorem property tax. By State law, the Library receives five cents for every $100 of assessed property value in Lexington and Fayette County.
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            The Lexington Public Library’s Digital Archives provide open access to researchers and students to learn more about the rich history of Lexington and Fayette County. It contains a fraction of the Library’s physical holdings, which are housed and available for reference in the Kentucky Room at the Central Library. New material is being digitized and added constantly, so there's always something new to find.

The archives have a simple keyword search, and it is possible to browse the collections by subject, area, or decade. The Lexington Public Library actively reviews and labels materials in our archives with statements that indicate how you may reuse the images, and what sort of permission, if any, you need to do so. Please check the information for each image to determine its legal status.
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            Lexington Public Library Breaks Ground on New Marksbury Family Branch 



      



  











  
    
      






            New facility will remain at previous location with a larger footprint and expanded offerings

      



  











  
    
      






            Lexington, Kentucky (August 18, 2022) – The Lexington Public Library broke ground on a new, significantly larger facility in the former Village Branch location on Versailles Road to better provide for the needs of the neighborhoods it serves. The new branch will reflect the community’s vision for a state-of-the-art community hub, one that offers robust resources and a myriad of program and service offerings. The groundbreaking ceremony was held on Tuesday at a media event featuring Library and City officials.
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            741.5 is written and designed by Lexington Public Library staff member Bill Widener. The inaugural issue came out in January 2017. Sub-titled The Comics & Graphic Novel Bulletin of the Lexington Public Library, its intent is to promote new arrivals to the Library's comics collections. 741.5 takes its name from the numeral designation within the Dewey Decimal System that covers comics and cartooning.
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            Friends of the Lexington Public Library provides financial, advocacy and volunteer support to the Library.  Shop at the Friends Book Cellar in the Central Library for a great selection of used books, magazines, CDs, DVDs, audiobooks, and vinyl records, all at discounted prices.
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            Effective Immediately: Lexington Public Library is Fine Free



      



  











  
    
      






            Lexington, Kentucky (April 12, 2023) – The Lexington Public Library will be Fine Free for all materials, effective immediately, following a vote at today’s regularly scheduled monthly board meeting. Lexington Public Library customers will no longer incur fines for late, damaged, or lost library materials. Additionally, the Library has forgiven all current, outstanding fines
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            Lexington Public Library Announces Grand Opening for New Marksbury Family Branch



      



  











  
    
      






            Grand Opening set for Saturday, March 9

      



  











  
    
      






            Lexington, Kentucky (January 17, 2024) – Lexington Public Library is proud to announce the Grand Opening of the Marksbury Family Branch of the Lexington Public Library.


Festivities include a Media Day event on Friday, March 8 from 8:30-10am and a Grand Opening Celebration on Saturday, March 9 (more details coming soon). The current Village Branch will remain open through 6pm on Friday, February 23.
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            Lexington Public Library Celebrates Black History Month



      



  











  
    
      






            Lexington, Kentucky (February 1, 2024) – This February, Lexington Public Library is proud to join the nation in celebrating Black History Month, a time dedicated to honoring the achievements, contributions, and rich cultural heritage of African Americans.
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            All the Library Can Be


The library is essential to a thriving community, ensuring equitable access to information, education, and technology for all. We raise funds to support Lexington Public Library programs, services, and special projects that go beyond what public dollars alone can support.
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            Check for current job openings and apply to work at the Lexington Public Library.
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            Lexington Public Library Announces Return of “LPL After School” for 2023



      



  











  
    
      






            Free program being offered at Northside and Village Branches

      



  











  
    
      






            Lexington, Kentucky (December 20, 2022) – Lexington Public Library announced today that its popular LPL After School program will return in 2023, beginning January 2. 

LPL After School is a FREE drop-in program for kids aged 5-12 that takes place after regular school hours, Mondays through Fridays from 4-6pm.  The Library, in partnership with God’s Pantry, will provide snacks for all participants as well as STEAM and enrichment activities, homework help, and reading recommendations. And there’s no need to register—just show up!
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    Location Hours

              Monday-Thursday: 9:30am-7:00pm

Friday: 9:30am-6:00pm

Saturday: 9:30am-5:00pm

Sunday: 1:00pm-5:00pm
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              140 East Main Street

Lexington, KY 40507
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            The Luna Library, a program of Believing in Forever, collects and distributes children's books with an African American history or Black character focus. It is an alternative for African American parents looking for books that provide context and knowledge to understand the stories of the African American experience in this country for their children. Believing in Forever is a champion of diversity and inclusion, and the positive impact books have on children of all races.
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            The Lexington Public Library offers an Interlibrary Loan (ILL) service which allows cardholders in good standing to borrow books and magazine articles we do not own and cannot purchase. The Lexington Public Library also lends our books to libraries both inside and outside the Commonwealth of Kentucky.
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            Everyone deserves a place to discover something new. The Lexington Public Library stands for free and open access to information. We’re a safe, welcoming space for neighbors to come together — opening the door so all Lexingtonians can find what they’re looking for.
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            Lexington Public Library Announces Black Voices Book Club



      



  











  
    
      






            A book club to discuss literary works by black authors

      



  











  
    
      






            Lexington, Kentucky (January 16, 2024) – Lexington Public Library is proud to announce their new Black Voices Book Club which is dedicated to discussing literary works by black authors. The Club meets on the third Saturday of each month.
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            Library meeting rooms are available for individuals, non-profit, for profit, study groups, and community organizations seeking to hold meetings, trainings, and workshops.  Meeting rooms are free of charge.  Sterno and other tools/equipment that have an open flame are prohibited.
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            Board of Trustees



      



  











  
    
      









  











  
    
      






            The governance of Lexington Public Library is under the direction of 7 Trustees and up to 10 Advisors who guide the long-term strategies for the Lexington Public Library, including the long range plan, annual budget cycle, advocating for the library and for library customers, and policy recommendations.
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            Digital Library Card Application for Adults



      



  











  
    
      









  











  
    
      






            Eligible applicants can complete this form to apply for a digital library card.



      



  





    

  





  








    








  
    

  
  
    





  
    
      






  
    
      






            Page

      



  











  
    
      





  
            Digital Library Card Application for Juveniles



      



  











  
    
      









  











  
    
      






            An eligible parent or legal guardian can complete this form to apply for a digital library card for a juvenile.
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            Add Your Library Card to Your Digital Wallet



      



  











  
    
      









  











  
    
      






            Use this form to add a digital version of your library card to your digital wallet.



      



  





    

  





  








    








  
    

  
  
    





  
    
      






  
    
      






            Page

      



  











  
    
      





  
            Library Holidays and Closures



      



  











  
    
      









  











  
    
      






            All Lexington Public Library locations are closed on these holidays.
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            Ruth Gaylord, Lexington Public Library's First African American Librarian (2020)



      



  











  
    
      









  





    

  




















  
  
    
                        
          






  
    
      






            Mariam interviews Ruth Gaylord about her life and work as Lexington Public Library’s first African American librarian. 

      



  











  
    
      






            









      



  





        

                              
          






  
    
      







  
    
        







  
    
      










  
    
      
      
      




    









More Episodes From  Tales from the Kentucky Room
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            Lexington Public Library Donations Received January 1, 2023 - December 31, 2023
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            Library Building History (2022)



      



  











  
    
      









  





    

  




















  
  
    
                        
          






  
    
      






            Mariam and Wayne talk about the history of Lexington Public Library spaces, from its beginning as a subscription library in 1795 to the building project for the new Marksbury Family Branch (formerly Village Branch) now in 2022.
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            Summer at the Library



      



  











  
    
      









  











  
    
      






            Discover everything that's happening this summer at the Library!
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            Downtown Lexington’s Historic Sites Walking Tour



      



  











  
    
      






            Join us for a walking tour of Downtown Lexington’s historic sites. The full tour is available as a single MP3, or you can download individual tracks. For the single MP3, music will play between the stops. You can pause the track while you walk between stops.


This tour covers a walking distance of 1.1 miles.


The music clips used in this tour are from “Walking Barefoot on Grass” by Kai Engel, and are used with a CCBY license. It is available here: http://freemusicarchive.org/music/Kai_Engel/
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            Downtown Lexington’s Historic Sites Walking Tour



      



  





    

  




















  
  
    
                        
          






  
    
      






            Join us for a walking tour of Downtown Lexington’s historic sites. The full tour is available as a single MP3, or you can download individual tracks. For the single MP3, music will play between the stops.


      



  





        

                              
          






  
    
      






            




  









[image: Lexington's Downtown Historic Walking Tour Map with eleven stars marking the sites on a map of downtown Lexington on the left side of the page, while a numbered list of the stops with names and addresses in on the right on a gray background]
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Central Library:
140 East Main St.

Lexington, Ky 40507






Phone: (859)-231-5500


©2023 Lexington Public Library
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