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            Mariam interviews Wayne Johnson about the colorful life of abolitionist and Ambassador to Russia, Cassius Marcellus Clay (1810-1903).
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            Swope v. Goodloe, or Possibly the First Time “Going Postal” Might Apply (2019)



      



  











  
    
      









  





    

  




















  
  
    
                        
          






  
    
      






            Mariam interviews Rand Dotson, the Editor in Chief of LSU Press, about his research into the political rivalry between Armistead Swope and William Cassius Goodloe, which culminated in a deadly fight in the Lexington Post Office.
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            A Little Kidnapping (2019)



      



  











  
    
      









  





    

  




















  
  
    
                        
          






  
    
      






            Mariam interviews Wayne Johnson about Lucille Caudill Little's kidnapping in 1979.
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            Kentucky Duels (2019)



      



  











  
    
      









  





    

  




















  
  
    
                        
          






  
    
      






            Mariam and Wayne discuss the Code Duello and several nineteenth century Kentucky duels, including duels fought by Andrew Jackson, Henry Clay, and a pair of doctors from Transylvania University’s School of Medicine.
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            Henry Faulkner Week: Sweet Evening Breeze (2019)



      



  











  
    
      









  





    

  




















  
  
    
                        
          






  
    
      






            Mariam interviews artist and activist Robert Morgan about his recollections of Sweet Evening Breeze.
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            What is my PIN?



      



  











  
    
      









  











  
    
      






            When you log into many of our services, you'll be asked to provide a PIN (Personal Identification Number) in addition to your library card number.  Your default PIN is typically the last 4 digits of the phone number on file for your account.
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            Download eBooks, audiobooks, magazines, and more – free with your library card.
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            Podcasts & Walking Tours



      



  











  
    
      









  











  
    
      






            Wonderful podcasts and walking tours have been created by our staff. Please enjoy!
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            Tales From The Kentucky Room Episode List
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            The Kentucky Gazette (1787-1840)
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            The Kentucky Gazette was the first paper established west of the Allegheny Mountains, founded by John and Fielding Bradford. The frontier paper focused on East Coast and International news, though some local announcements can be found. Later, the paper focused on disseminating opinions on politics and issues of concern on the frontier. When political parties emerged, the paper developed a Democratic (conservative at the time) bent. John Bradford handed the reins of the paper over to his son, Daniel Bradford, in 1802.



While still owned and occasionally edited by the Bradford family, the paper had several editors and publishers through the mid-1830s, when Daniel Bradford returned to the paper’s byline as editor. Daniel Bradford edited the paper until 1840, when he sold it to Jim Cunningham. The paper shuttered in 1848, due to Cunningham’s failing health, but was revived in 1866 and published until 1910 by different publishers.



The years 1841-1910 are not digitized as of January 2020, but are viewable on microfilm and in print in the Kentucky Room at Central Library. Selected articles are indexed in the Library’s Local History Index.

 


 



      



  











  
    
      






      
              View the Kentucky Gazette

              Listen to our interview with Tom Eblen about Kentucky Newspapers
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            Lexington Public Library Walking Tours



      



  











  
    
      









  











  
    
      






            These tours are guided audio walking tours with a variety of topics focused on Downtown Lexington, KY. Music will play in between each stop, and the listener can pause the track while walking between stops.

Want to learn about new tours as they become available?  Subscribe to our Genealogy & Local History newsletter.
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            The True American
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            The True American was an anti-slavery newspaper started by Cassius Marcellus Clay in June 1845. He ran the paper in Lexington until August of 1845, when he published an article deemed so incendiary that a court injunction was issued against his printing, and his press shipped to Cincinnati. An advocate of the right to a free press, and his right of free speech, Clay continued printing the paper through 1847 in Cincinnati. The paper was distributed in Lexington. While focused on advancing the cause of emancipation, Clay also published poetry, agriculture, labor, and commercial news. There are also marriage and death notices from the surrounding area, some national.



Cassius Marcellus Clay was a fiery figure in Kentucky history. He often fought in duels and in street fights, generally in response to arguments against his emancipationist views. Later in life, he often had shootouts with the Madison County Sheriff at his home, Whitehall.



After the publication of his incendiary editorial (August 12, 1845, page 3 columns 1-4), he is said to have armed his printing shop with two brass cannons and myriad other weapons to fend off any attacks. The committee charged with removing his press did so while Clay was incapacitated with a fever, avoiding what surely would have been a deadly counterattack from Clay. In the March 18, 1846 paper, Clay addresses the attack, and continues his fiery rhetoric, finally offering a discount to non-slaveholders in slave states.



Clay is featured in an episode of the Library’s podcast "Tales from the Kentucky Room", which is linked below.



The Library only has a short run of The True American. It has been digitized from the microfilm, which can be accessed in the Kentucky Room. Several issues have significant mildew damage, so in some cases the OCR quality may be poor, though the print itself is still legible.

 



      



  











  
    
      






      
              View The True American

              Listen to our interview with Tom Eblen about Kentucky Newspapers

              Listen to our podcast episode about Cassius Marcellus Clay
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            Celebrate Black History Month at LPL


Throughout February, join us as we celebrate Black history with programs, materials, podcasts, and more.
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            Brown-Hocker Community Collection



      



  











  
    
      









  





    

  




















  
  
    
                        
          






  
    
      






            




  









[image: Martin Luther King, Jr.'s March on Frankfort took place in 1964.]













      



  





        

                              
          






  
    
      






            The Brown-Hocker Collection is a community collection of photos and realia from African American events and people in Lexington and Kentucky history. 


 


The objects in the collection are primarily for events in African American schools and churches. However, there are several items pertaining to civil rights activism in Kentucky. The 1964 March on Frankfort, led by Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and Jackie Robinson, attracted over 10,000 marchers. The two volumes of “The Kentucky Club Woman” were published by the Kentucky Association of Colored Woman’s Clubs, which represented over 100 Kentucky clubs. There are also several objects honoring the life and legacy of Whitney M. Young, Jr.


 


The Constitution School and Booker T. Washington Elementary School were both segregated schools for African American children in Lexington. Constitution closed in 1972. 
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            United States Army Armor School, Fort Knox



      



  











  
    
      









  





    

  




















  
  
    
                        
          






  
    
      






            




  









[image: Four graduates in October 1972 were Charles Harrison, Napoleon Hart, Gordon Hemingway, and Thomas Hennen.]













      



  





        

                              
          






  
    
      






            The United States Army Armor School began in 1940 as the Armored Force School and Replacement Center at Fort Knox, Kentucky. It spent a few years post World War II as inactive, until the 3rd Armored Division was reactivated in 1947, and became the US Army Training Center, Armor (USATCA), in 1956. Both Army and Marines soldiers received training on a variety of subjects and equipment.


Fort Knox hosted the school until it moved to Fort Benning, Georgia, in 2010, as the US Army Armor School. The yearbooks in the collection contain the names and photographs of the officers, NCOs, and graduates of the 8 week basic combat training at Fort Knox. There are also many photographs of the various buildings, training, and activities.






      



  











  
    
      






      
              View February 1959 Yearbook

              View August 1964 Yearbook

              View December 1966 Yearbook

              View December 1967 Yearbook

              View August 1968 Yearbook

              View October 1972 Yearbook

              View May 1974 Yearbook
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            Lexington Public Library Breaks Ground on New Marksbury Family Branch 



      



  











  
    
      






            New facility will remain at previous location with a larger footprint and expanded offerings

      



  











  
    
      






            Lexington, Kentucky (August 18, 2022) – The Lexington Public Library broke ground on a new, significantly larger facility in the former Village Branch location on Versailles Road to better provide for the needs of the neighborhoods it serves. The new branch will reflect the community’s vision for a state-of-the-art community hub, one that offers robust resources and a myriad of program and service offerings. The groundbreaking ceremony was held on Tuesday at a media event featuring Library and City officials.
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            Episode 18: Checked Out Reading Challenge, Episode One: Thrillers



      



  











  
    
      









  





    

  




















  
  
    
                        
          






  
    
      






            In this episode Jenny, Alexa, Brian, and Aprile discuss their favorite thrillers.

      



  











  
    
      






            









      



  





        

                              
          






  
    
      







  
    
        







  
    
      










  
    
      
      
      




    









More Episodes From  Checked Out: A Virtual Book Club
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            Lexington's African American Heritage Walking Tour



      



  











  
    
      






            Join us for a walking tour of Downtown Lexington’s African American Heritage Sites. The full tour is available as a single MP3, or you can download individual tracks. For the single MP3, music will play between the stops. You can pause the track while you walk between stops.


This tour covers a walking distance of 1.7 miles.


The music clips used in this tour are from “Walking Barefoot on Grass” by Kai Engel, and are used with a CCBY license. It is available here: http://freemusicarchive.org/music/Kai_Engel/



      



  











  
    
      






            





 african_american_heritage_walking_tour_full.mp3





      



  











  
    
      





  
            Lexington's African American Heritage Walking Tour



      



  





    

  




















  
  
    
                        
          






  
    
      






            Join us for a walking tour of Downtown Lexington’s African American Heritage Sites. The full tour is available as a single MP3, or you can download individual tracks. For the single MP3, music will play between the stops.
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Central Library:
140 East Main St.

Lexington, Ky 40507






Phone: (859)-231-5500
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