Books like How It Went Down
Out Of Darkness

by Ashley Hope Pérez
The story of two teenagers: Naomi, who is
Mexican, and Wash, who is black, and their
dealings with race, segregation, love, and the
forces that destroy people.

All American Boys
by Jason Reynolds

When sixteen-year-old Rashad is mistakenly
accused of stealing, classmate Quinn
witnesses his brutal beating at the hands of
a police officer who happens to be the older
brother of his best friend.

One Death, Nine Stories
How could one teenage boy’s life elicit
other kids’ first experiences — even after he
dies? Nine interconnected stories from nine
top YA writers.

Ghettoside: A True Story Of
Murder In America
by Jill Leovy

A discussion of the hundreds of murders that
occur in Los Angeles each year, focusing
on the dedicated group of detectives who
pursued justice at any cost in the killing of
Bryant Tennelle.

Between The World And Me

The Crossover

Coates takes readers along on his journey
through America’s history of race and its
contemporary resonances through moments
when he discovered some new truth about
our long, tangled history of race.

Fourteen-year-old twin basketball stars Josh
and Jordan wrestle with highs and lows on
and off the court as their father ignores his
declining health.

by Ta-Nehisi Coates

by Kwame Alexander

Meet Me Halfway: Milwaukee
Stories

The Short & Tragic Life Of Robert
Peace: A Brilliant Young Man Who
Left Newark For The Ivy League

When an African American teen suffers a
serious accident in the home of his white
neighbor, his community must find ways to
bridge divisions between black and white,
gay and straight, old and young.

Peace was a talented young AfricanAmerican man who escaped the slums of
Newark for Yale University, only to succumb
to the dangers of the streets — and of one’s
own nature — when he returned home.

Suspicion Nation: The Inside Story
Of The Trayvon Martin Injustice
And Why We Continue To Repeat It

All Involved : A Novel

by Jennifer Morales

by Lisa Bloom

The journalist who covered the trial
discusses the laws, culture and conditions
that exist in modern America that allowed
George Zimmerman to be fully acquitted
after killing an unarmed, black teenager.

by Jeff Hobbs

by Ryan Gattis

Sourced fiction featuring six interconnected
lives about the riots that swamped Los
Angeles for six days after the Rodney King
verdict and the way gangs used the response
to the verdict to cover violence of their own.

Lexington Public Library
When I Was The Greatest
by Jason Reynolds

Ali lives in Bed-Stuy, a Brooklyn
neighborhood known for guns and drugs,
but he and his sister, and their neighbors,
stay out of trouble until they go to the wrong
party, where one gets badly hurt and another
leaves with a target on his back.

Kindness For Weakness

The Other Wes Moore: One
Name, Two Fates
by Wes Moore

Moore shares a name with a man born in
his neighborhood in the same year who is
serving a life sentence in prison. He uses
their dual stories to explain the difficulties
facing young men, particularly young African
American men.

by Shawn Goodman

If I Grow Up

A fifteen-year-old boy from an abusive home
desperately seeking his older brother’s love
and approval starts pushing drugs for him
and suffers the consequences.

Growing up in the inner-city projects,
DeShawn is reluctantly forced into the gang
world by circumstances beyond his control.

Discovering Wes Moore

by Todd Strasser

by Wes Moore

Fortunate Son

Moore, a Rhodes scholar and combat
veteran, analyzes factors that influenced him
as well as another man of the same name
and from the same neighborhood who was
drawn into a life of drugs and crime and
ended up serving life in prison.

A novel about two boys, one ensconced
in a life of privilege and the other in a life
of hardship, explores the true meaning of
fortune

Fire In The Streets
by Kekla Magoon

In the aftermath of Dr. King’s assassination
in 1968, Chicago fourteen-year-old Maxie
longs to join the Black Panthers, whether or
not her brother Raheem, ex-boyfriend Sam,
or her friends like it, and is soon caught up
in the violence of anti-war and civil rights
demonstrations.

by Walter Mosley

Invisible Man

by Ralph Ellison
The narrator describes growing up in a black
community in the South, attending a Negro
college, moving to New York and becoming
the chief spokesman of the Harlem branch
of “the Brotherhood”, and retreating amid
violence and confusion to the basement lair of
the Invisible Man he imagines himself to be.

Girl Meets Boy: Because There
Are Two Sides To Every Story

Monster

Twelve authors of young adult fiction
collaborate on this collection of paired
stories told alternately from the point of
view of the boy and the girl.

While on trial as an accomplice to a murder,
sixteen-year-old Steve Harmon records his
experiences in prison and in the courtroom in
the form of a film script as he tries to come
to terms with the course his life has taken.

by Walter Dean Myers

lexpublib.org/OneBook2016

