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            Join us for a walking tour of Downtown Lexington’s public art. The full tour is available as a single MP3, or you can download individual tracks. For the single MP3, music will play between the stops. You can pause the track while you walk between stops.


This tour covers a walking distance of 1 mile.


The music clips used in this tour are from “Walking Barefoot on Grass” by Kai Engel, and are used with a CCBY license. It is available here: http://freemusicarchive.org/music/Kai_Engel/


This tour has been updated to include the new mural at Stop #5, "In-Finito".
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            These tours are guided audio walking tours with a variety of topics focused on Downtown Lexington, KY. Music will play in between each stop, and the listener can pause the track while walking between stops.

Want to learn about new tours as they become available?  Subscribe to our Genealogy & Local History newsletter.
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            Join us for a walking tour of Downtown Lexington’s historic sites. The full tour is available as a single MP3, or you can download individual tracks. For the single MP3, music will play between the stops. You can pause the track while you walk between stops.


This tour covers a walking distance of 1.1 miles.


The music clips used in this tour are from “Walking Barefoot on Grass” by Kai Engel, and are used with a CCBY license. It is available here: http://freemusicarchive.org/music/Kai_Engel/
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            Join us for a walking tour of Lexington's Historic Lexington Cemetery. The full tour is available as a single MP3, or you can download individual tracks. For the single MP3, music will play between the stops. You can pause the track while you walk between stops.


This tour covers a walking distance of approximately 1.5 miles.


Please note: You will be walking on paths also used by cars. Please take special care to watch and listen for approaching vehicles.


The music clips used in this tour are from “Walking Barefoot on Grass” by Kai Engel, and are used with a CCBY license. It is available here: http://freemusicarchive.org/music/Kai_Engel/
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            Join us for a walking tour Lexington's Gratz Park Historic District. The full tour is available as a single MP3, or you can download individual tracks. For the single MP3, music will play between the stops. You can pause the track while you walk between stops.


This tour covers a walking distance of 0.4 miles.


The music clips used in this tour are from “Walking Barefoot on Grass” by Kai Engel, and are used with a CCBY license. It is available here: http://freemusicarchive.org/music/Kai_Engel/
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            Join us for a walking tour Lexington's Gratz Park Historic District. The full tour is available as a single MP3, or you can download individual tracks. For the single MP3, music will play between the stops.
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            Join us for a walking tour of Downtown Lexington’s African American Heritage Sites. The full tour is available as a single MP3, or you can download individual tracks. For the single MP3, music will play between the stops. You can pause the track while you walk between stops.


This tour covers a walking distance of 1.7 miles.


The music clips used in this tour are from “Walking Barefoot on Grass” by Kai Engel, and are used with a CCBY license. It is available here: http://freemusicarchive.org/music/Kai_Engel/



      



  











  
    
      






            





 african_american_heritage_walking_tour_full.mp3





      



  











  
    
      





  
            Lexington's African American Heritage Walking Tour



      



  





    

  




















  
  
    
                        
          






  
    
      






            Join us for a walking tour of Downtown Lexington’s African American Heritage Sites. The full tour is available as a single MP3, or you can download individual tracks. For the single MP3, music will play between the stops.
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            Lexington Public Library Announces Return of “LPL After School” for 2023



      



  











  
    
      






            Free program being offered at Northside and Village Branches

      



  











  
    
      






            Lexington, Kentucky (December 20, 2022) – Lexington Public Library announced today that its popular LPL After School program will return in 2023, beginning January 2. 

LPL After School is a FREE drop-in program for kids aged 5-12 that takes place after regular school hours, Mondays through Fridays from 4-6pm.  The Library, in partnership with God’s Pantry, will provide snacks for all participants as well as STEAM and enrichment activities, homework help, and reading recommendations. And there’s no need to register—just show up!
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            All the Library Can Be


The library is essential to a thriving community, ensuring equitable access to information, education, and technology for all. We raise funds to support Lexington Public Library programs, services, and special projects that go beyond what public dollars alone can support.
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            Friends of the Lexington Public Library provides financial, advocacy and volunteer support to the Library.  Shop at the Friends Book Cellar in the Central Library for a great selection of used books, magazines, CDs, DVDs, audiobooks, and vinyl records, all at discounted prices.
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            741.5 is written and designed by Lexington Public Library staff member Bill Widener. The inaugural issue came out in January 2017. Sub-titled The Comics & Graphic Novel Bulletin of the Lexington Public Library, its intent is to promote new arrivals to the Library's comics collections. 741.5 takes its name from the numeral designation within the Dewey Decimal System that covers comics and cartooning.
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            The Lexington Public Library welcomes your time and talents! There are a number of volunteer opportunities available.  Apply now.
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            Lexington Public Library Breaks Ground on New Marksbury Family Branch 



      



  











  
    
      






            New facility will remain at previous location with a larger footprint and expanded offerings

      



  











  
    
      






            Lexington, Kentucky (August 18, 2022) – The Lexington Public Library broke ground on a new, significantly larger facility in the former Village Branch location on Versailles Road to better provide for the needs of the neighborhoods it serves. The new branch will reflect the community’s vision for a state-of-the-art community hub, one that offers robust resources and a myriad of program and service offerings. The groundbreaking ceremony was held on Tuesday at a media event featuring Library and City officials.
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            Lexington Public Library Foundation Announces Lead Gift from Marksbury Family Foundation for New Library Branch



      



  











  
    
      






            New Versailles Road Library Branch to be named Marksbury Family Branch

      



  











  
    
      






            Lexington, Kentucky (March 9, 2022) – Lexington Public Library and Lexington Public Library Foundation are honored to announce that the Marksbury Family Foundation has committed the lead gift for the capital campaign to rebuild the library branch at the corner of Versailles Road and Village Drive.  In recognition of their generosity, the new facility will be named the Marksbury Family Branch when it opens in 2024.
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            Lexington Public Library Announces Grand Opening for New Marksbury Family Branch



      



  











  
    
      






            Grand Opening set for Saturday, March 9

      



  











  
    
      






            Lexington, Kentucky (January 17, 2024) – Lexington Public Library is proud to announce the Grand Opening of the Marksbury Family Branch of the Lexington Public Library.


Festivities include a Media Day event on Friday, March 8 from 8:30-10am and a Grand Opening Celebration on Saturday, March 9 (more details coming soon). The current Village Branch will remain open through 6pm on Friday, February 23.
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            Effective Immediately: Lexington Public Library is Fine Free



      



  











  
    
      






            Lexington, Kentucky (April 12, 2023) – The Lexington Public Library will be Fine Free for all materials, effective immediately, following a vote at today’s regularly scheduled monthly board meeting. Lexington Public Library customers will no longer incur fines for late, damaged, or lost library materials. Additionally, the Library has forgiven all current, outstanding fines
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            Lexington Public Library Celebrates Black History Month



      



  











  
    
      






            Lexington, Kentucky (February 1, 2024) – This February, Lexington Public Library is proud to join the nation in celebrating Black History Month, a time dedicated to honoring the achievements, contributions, and rich cultural heritage of African Americans.

 


      



  





    

  





  








    








  
    

  
  
    





  
    
      






  
    
      






            Podcast Episode

      



  











  
    
      





  
            History of Lexington City & Fayette County Public Schools (2021)



      



  











  
    
      









  





    

  




















  
  
    
                        
          






  
    
      






            Mariam gives a brief history of the public schools in Lexington and Fayette County.

      



  











  
    
      






            









      



  





        

                              
          






  
    
      







  
    
        







  
    
      










  
    
      
      
      




    









More Episodes From  Tales from the Kentucky Room













    

  
          










  





    





  





        

                                                                                                                                                                              
  














  








    








  
    

  
  
    





  
    
      






  
    
      






            Library News

      



  











  
    
      









  











  
    
      





  
            Lexington Public Library Announces Black Voices Book Club



      



  











  
    
      






            A book club to discuss literary works by black authors

      



  











  
    
      






            Lexington, Kentucky (January 16, 2024) – Lexington Public Library is proud to announce their new Black Voices Book Club which is dedicated to discussing literary works by black authors. The Club meets on the third Saturday of each month.


      



  





    

  





  








    








  
    

  
  
    





  
    
      






  
    
      






            Podcast Episode

      



  











  
    
      





  
            Ruth Gaylord, Lexington Public Library's First African American Librarian (2020)



      



  











  
    
      









  





    

  




















  
  
    
                        
          






  
    
      






            Mariam interviews Ruth Gaylord about her life and work as Lexington Public Library’s first African American librarian. 

      



  











  
    
      






            









      



  





        

                              
          






  
    
      







  
    
        







  
    
      










  
    
      
      
      




    









More Episodes From  Tales from the Kentucky Room
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            Read the latest news from Lexington Public Library.



      



  





    

  





  








    








  
    

  
  
    





  
            Bad Art Night



      









  
    Communico short description

              Teens and tweens can drop in to the Beaumont branch this Spring Break to create bad art! A variety of materials will be provided to help participants make the worst art they can!

          











  
    Communico start date

              




Tue, 04/02/2024 - 12:00pm





          











  
    Communico end date

              




Tue, 04/02/2024 - 12:00pm





          











  
    Communico library location

              Beaumont Branch

          











  
    Communico event type

          
              Arts, Crafting & Hobbies

              

      











  
    Communico age group

          
              High School

              

      





  








    








  
    

  
  
    





  
            Spring Public Service Job Fair



      









  
    Communico subtitle

              Connect with employers for a new career!

          











  
    Communico short description

              The Public Service Job Fair will feature employers throughout Lexington who serve the community and hiring for multiple types of positions.

          











            The Spring Job Fair will be held for the first time at the Marksbury Family Branch!  Employers from several organizations will be in attendance to share their current openings.  Be prepared to meet with Employers with your 30 second pitch as to why you are a good fit for their organization! 



      









  
    Communico start date

              




Tue, 04/09/2024 - 12:00pm





          











  
    Communico end date

              




Tue, 04/09/2024 - 12:00pm





          











  
    Communico library location

              Marksbury Family Branch

          











  
    Communico event type

          
              Careers, Job Search & College

              

      











  
    Communico age group

          
              Adults
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            LPL Community Transcription Project



      



  











  
    
      









  











  
    
      






            description coming soon.



      



  





    

  





  








    








  
    

  
  
    





  
            Toddler Art Start: Earth Day Salt Dough



      









  
    Communico short description

              Celebrate Earth Day by measuring, mixing, and molding your very own salt dough. Recommended for children ages 2-5 and their caregivers. 

          











  
    Communico start date

              




Sat, 04/20/2024 - 12:00pm





          











  
    Communico end date

              




Sat, 04/20/2024 - 12:00pm





          











  
    Communico library location

              Marksbury Family Branch

          











  
    Communico event type

          
              Arts, Crafting & Hobbies

              

      











  
    Communico age group

          
              Preschool (3-5 years)

              

      





  








    








  
    

  
  
    





  
    
      






  
    
      






            Gallery Exhibit

      



  











  
    
      





  
            Mythos: Tuska’s Art of Self Reflection
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            Kentucky Room Gallery (Central Library, Third Floor)

      



  











  
    
      





  
            Mythos: Tuska’s Art of Self Reflection



      



  





    

  




















  
  
    
                        
          






  
    
      






  
    Gallery

              Kentucky Room Gallery (Central Library, Third Floor)

          





  











  
    
      






  
    Exhibit Dates

              




Fri, 12/08/2023 - 12:00am



 - 




Thu, 02/29/2024 - 11:59pm
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            Gallery Exhibit

      



  











  
    
      





  
            Community Conscious: Visual Art Expressions by Tates Creek High School Students in Support of Mayor Linda Gorton’s Initiatives
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    Artist

              Alexis Hollon and Anisty Crandle
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    Artist

              Noorjan Hayder, Martins, Afolayan, Diego Gonzalez, Matthew Bruner, and Connor Grubbs

          





  












      

      







    

  
          










  





    





  











  
    
      






            Central Library Rotunda

      



  











  
    
      





  
            Community Conscious: Visual Art Expressions by Tates Creek High School Students in Support of Mayor Linda Gorton’s Initiatives



      



  





    

  




















  
  
    
                        
          






  
    
      






  
    Gallery

              Central Library Rotunda

          





  











  
    
      






  
    Exhibit Dates

              




Mon, 12/04/2023 - 12:00am



 - 




Sat, 12/30/2023 - 11:59pm
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            The Deeper View

      









            Alexis Hollon and Anisty Crandle
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            Polluted Paradise

      









            Noorjan Hayder, Martins, Afolayan, Diego Gonzalez, Matthew Bruner, and Connor Grubbs

      



  





          

  



  





        

                                                                                                                                                                              
  














  








    








  
    

  
  
    





  
    
      






  
    
      






            Page

      



  











  
    
      





  
            Collection Development Policy



      



  











  
    
      









  











  
    
      






            The Materials Selection Policy was initially adopted February 25, 1987 by the Lexington Public Library Board of Trustees and was revised March 24, 1993. The Materials Selection Policy was updated and renamed the Collection Development Policy which was approved by the Board on January 14, 2009. The Board of Trustees assumes full responsibility for all legal actions which may result from the implementation of any policies stated herein.
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            Interlibrary Loan Frequently Asked Questions



      



  











  
    
      









  











  
    
      






            The Lexington Public Library offers an Interlibrary Loan (ILL) service which allows cardholders in good standing to borrow books and magazine articles we do not own and cannot purchase. The Lexington Public Library also lends our books to libraries both inside and outside the Commonwealth of Kentucky.
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            About



      



  











  
    
      









  











  
    
      






            Everyone deserves a place to discover something new. The Lexington Public Library stands for free and open access to information. We’re a safe, welcoming space for neighbors to come together — opening the door so all Lexingtonians can find what they’re looking for.
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            Black History Month



      



  











  
    
      









  











  
    
      






            Celebrate Black History Month at LPL


Throughout February, join us as we celebrate Black history with programs, materials, podcasts, and more.



      



  





    

  





  








    








  
    

  
  
    





  
    
      






  
    
      






            Digital Archives - Collection

      



  











  
    
      





  
            Lexington Public Library History



      



  











  
    
      









  





    

  




















  
  
    
                        
          






  
    
      






            




  























      



  





        

                              
          






  
    
      






            The Lexington Public Library opened a Carnegie library in 1905. It incorporated the collections of the former subscription Lexington Library Company (est.1801) and the former Transylvania Library (est.1795). The library became a free library in 1899, shortly before moving locations. When the city outgrew the Carnegie building, the Central Library was built and it opened in 1989.


 


The system contains six branch locations. The largest is the Central Library, located on E. Main St. The Beaumont Branch, located on Fieldstone Way just off Harrodsburg Rd., replaced the Southside Branch in 1997. The Tates Creek Branch, located on Walden Drive, replaced the Lansdowne Branch in 2001. The Village Branch, located on Versailles Rd. at Village Dr., opened in 2004, and is an English-Spanish bilingual branch, with bilingual staff. The Northside Branch, located on Russell Cave Rd., replaced the previous Northside location in 2008. The Eastside Branch, located on Blake James Dr., replaced the Eagle Creek Branch in 2016. 


 


The contents of the library's digital collection contain some images and brochures at various points in library history. The typed library history by Mary K. Bullitt was a part of the library's cornerstone collection, which was buried in 1902, during the construction of the Carnegie building. It was opened in 1989 when the library moved locations. The other images depict the construction of the Central Library from 1987-1989.


 



      



  











  
    
      






      
              View Lexington Public Library History Collection
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            Board of Trustees



      



  











  
    
      









  











  
    
      






            The governance of Lexington Public Library is under the direction of 7 Trustees and up to 10 Advisors who guide the long-term strategies for the Lexington Public Library, including the long range plan, annual budget cycle, advocating for the library and for library customers, and policy recommendations.
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Central Library:
140 East Main St.

Lexington, Ky 40507






Phone: (859)-231-5500


©2023 Lexington Public Library
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