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            History of Lexington City & Fayette County Public Schools (2021)



      



  











  
    
      









  





    

  




















  
  
    
                        
          






  
    
      






            Mariam gives a brief history of the public schools in Lexington and Fayette County.
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            Russell’s Cave: A Tiny History for Fayette County’s Biggest Cave (2021)



      



  











  
    
      









  





    

  




















  
  
    
                        
          






  
    
      






            Jamie tells an abridged history of Russell’s Cave, Fayette County’s largest cave.
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            Bluegrass Paradise: the History of Royal Spring with Gary O’Dell (2023)
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            The Kentucky History collection contains Kentucky-related documents not specifically related to Fayette County.
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            Search selected articles in Lexington newspapers about significant people, places, and events from 1787-2007.
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            Genealogy & Local History



      



  











  
    
      









  











  
    
      






            Discover unique resources in our Digital Archives that tell the story of Fayette County.  Visit cemeteries throughout Central Kentucky using our cemetery maps.  Contact our resident experts in the Central Library's Kentucky Room with questions.
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            Lexington Public Library History



      



  











  
    
      









  





    

  




















  
  
    
                        
          






  
    
      






            




  























      



  





        

                              
          






  
    
      






            The Lexington Public Library opened a Carnegie library in 1905. It incorporated the collections of the former subscription Lexington Library Company (est.1801) and the former Transylvania Library (est.1795). The library became a free library in 1899, shortly before moving locations. When the city outgrew the Carnegie building, the Central Library was built and it opened in 1989.


 


The system contains six branch locations. The largest is the Central Library, located on E. Main St. The Beaumont Branch, located on Fieldstone Way just off Harrodsburg Rd., replaced the Southside Branch in 1997. The Tates Creek Branch, located on Walden Drive, replaced the Lansdowne Branch in 2001. The Village Branch, located on Versailles Rd. at Village Dr., opened in 2004, and is an English-Spanish bilingual branch, with bilingual staff. The Northside Branch, located on Russell Cave Rd., replaced the previous Northside location in 2008. The Eastside Branch, located on Blake James Dr., replaced the Eagle Creek Branch in 2016. 


 


The contents of the library's digital collection contain some images and brochures at various points in library history. The typed library history by Mary K. Bullitt was a part of the library's cornerstone collection, which was buried in 1902, during the construction of the Carnegie building. It was opened in 1989 when the library moved locations. The other images depict the construction of the Central Library from 1987-1989.


 



      



  











  
    
      






      
              View Lexington Public Library History Collection
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            Lexington History Museum "Our Fair City: the 1999 Lexington Fairness Ordinance" Exhibit



      



  











  
    
      









  





    

  




















  
  
    
                        
          






  
    
      






            




  























      



  





        

                              
          






  
    
      






            In the summer of 2019, the Lexington History Museum exhibited a 20th anniversary timeline and historical materials exhibit titled, Our Fair City: the 1999 Lexington Fairness Ordinance. The ordinance, Local Ordinance 201-99, passed on July 8th, 1999, and added sexual orientation and gender identity as explicitly protected classes against discrimination in Fayette County employment, housing and public accommodations.


 


From June 17 - July 19, 2019, the Lexington Public Library hosted the exhibit and several community events surrounding the anniversary. The exhibit also featured a community response section titled, "What Does Fairness Mean To You?" with an opportunity for attendees to give their own response. After the exhibit, the notes were collected and digitized, and are now available for viewing.


 


To view the 3D interactive exhibit, click here.


 



      



  











  
    
      






      
              View Our Fair City Community Response Exhibit

          

  



  





        

                                                                                                                                                                              
  














  








    








  
    

  
  
    





  
    
      






  
    
      






            Digital Archives - Collection

      



  











  
    
      





  
            Lexington History Museum Community Collection



      



  











  
    
      









  





    

  




















  
  
    
                        
          






  
    
      






            




  























      



  





        

                              
          






  
    
      






            The Lexington History Museum began in 1999, and opened its doors in the Old Courthouse in 2003. Its purpose is to educate Fayette County about its rich history, and preserve pieces of that history for future generations. The Old Courthouse closed in 2012 for extensive renovations. The History Museum still creates exhibits and works on school and film collaborations to create an understanding and appreciation of local history.


The History Museum's Community Collections currently contains part of the exhibit "Our Fair City: The 1999 Lexington Fairness Ordinance," which was displayed in the summer of 2019 at the Lexington Public Library, to celebrate the 20th anniversary of the ordinance's passage.



      



  











  
    
      






      
              View All Museum Collection Content

              View Our Fair City Community Exhibit
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            The Lexington Public Library’s Digital Archives provide open access to researchers and students to learn more about the rich history of Lexington and Fayette County. It contains a fraction of the Library’s physical holdings, which are housed and available for reference in the Kentucky Room at the Central Library. New material is being digitized and added constantly, so there's always something new to find.

The archives have a simple keyword search, and it is possible to browse the collections by subject, area, or decade. The Lexington Public Library actively reviews and labels materials in our archives with statements that indicate how you may reuse the images, and what sort of permission, if any, you need to do so. Please check the information for each image to determine its legal status.
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            Genealogy & Local History Request
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            Central Kentucky Cemetery Maps



      



  











  
    
      









  











  
    
      






            The Central Kentucky Cemeteries Maps are powered by Google Maps.  Counties include:  Fayette, Bourbon, Clark, Garrard, Harrison, Jessamine, Lincoln, Madison, Mercer, Montgomery, Nicholas, Powell, Scott, and Woodford.
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            This is your gateway to our most popular resources.  Search for books and eBooks, access tools for research and learning, and discover our unique collection of genealogy and local history materials.
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            Tales From The Kentucky Room Episode List



      



  











  
    
      









  











  
    
      






            Description coming soon.
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            Kentucky Legends Program Series



      



  











  
    
      









  











  
    
      






            Join us for Kentucky Legends: a series of programs exploring Kentucky culture, history, and lore. Programs include author visits, Chautauqua performances, live music, activities and crafts, and more.
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            What is my PIN?



      



  











  
    
      









  











  
    
      






            When you log into many of our services, you'll be asked to provide a PIN (Personal Identification Number) in addition to your library card number.  Your default PIN is typically the last 4 digits of the phone number on file for your account.
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            The Community Collections consist of objects shared from local community residents and organizations. Individuals have lent items of local significance to the library to give the larger community awareness and access. The original objects are not owned by the Lexington Public Library. 


 


Submissions for the Community Collections are open. If you are an individual or organization interested in possibly lending items to be digitized by the library, please contact elibrarian@lexpublib.org. We consider item age, location, content, relevance, privacy considerations, and item condition when determining items to add. Content donors must be the legal copyright holders if the item is not in the public domain.
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            The Luna Library



      



  











  
    
      









  











  
    
      






            The Luna Library, a program of Believing in Forever, collects and distributes children's books with an African American history or Black character focus. It is an alternative for African American parents looking for books that provide context and knowledge to understand the stories of the African American experience in this country for their children. Believing in Forever is a champion of diversity and inclusion, and the positive impact books have on children of all races.
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